Republic of the Philippines 

OFFICE OF THE CITY PROSECUTOR 
Hall of Justice 

Iligan City 


Complainant, 

- versus - NPS No. 19K-00533 

For: Rape by Sexual Assault 

TIMOTHY JAMES DIMACALI, 

Respondent. 
x.x 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES ) 

CITY OF ILIGAN ) S.S. 

COUNTER-AFFIDAVIT 

I, TIMOTHY JAMES M. DIMACALI, Filipino, of legal age, 
with residence in 

, having sworn in accordance with law, hereby depose 
and state as follows: 

1. I am executing this counter-affidavit to raise my 
defenses against ;’s allegations on certain events that 

took place on 31 May 2019, after the 26 th Iligan National Writer’s 
Workshop (INWW) inside the Mindanao State University - Iligan 
Institute of Technology. 

A. The incident, as told by _ 


2. On 5 August 2019, (nicknamed 

“j ") published a note on Facebook describing the events of 31 
May 2019 based on what she remembers and what she managed 
to find after a “thorough” investigation. She narrates that she had 
intimate relations with the keynote speaker on the 26 th INWW, 
which was just concluded that day. 

3. I was the only keynote speaker during the workshop, 
hence, I can reasonable assume that she was referring to me. This 
assumption was confirmed by her filing this case against me. 

4. I am stating the substance of her public Facebook post 
as follows: 
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“xxx 

A number of the writing fellows, senior fellows and 
members of the panel of the workshop were all drinking, singing 
and having a good time in the secretariat’s room in the university 
hostel. 


I remember that I was starting to get tired, so I decided to 
sit down next to the workshop secretariat on his mattress inside 
the room. 

The secretariat was there talking with my co-fellow, M. I 
sit down next to the two. That’s the last thing I remember because 
I black out. 

The next thing I know, I’m downstairs outside the doorway 
of my room. Someone’s kissing me - it’s the workshop’s keynote 
speaker and panelist (KS). We enter the room. 

I black out again, but vaguely remember a few of the 
sexual things that happen (like my mouth being on KS’ person, 
his skin fully bared). When I wake up, it’s 6 in the morning, and 
I am naked and alone in my room. The first thought that comes 
to my head is whether what I remember was real. Everything 
seemed so hazy. 

I go outside, look for someone, and see my roommate H. I 
ask her about whether anything happened to me. She says she 
doesn’t remember much about what happened that night. In the 
hallway, I see M. I ask him whether something had happened to 
me that night. M says yes. 


xxx 

I know that some might counter back and remind me that 
I had declared to my workshop co-fellows that KS had been my 
crush during the workshop. Yes, I always admired KS for his 
contribution to the writing community and for his skill as a 
writer. But that never meant that I wanted to have sex with him. 
Or to do anything sexual with him. Crushing on someone doesn’t 
mean consent. I don’t ever remember giving consent. 

Besides, all my conversations with KS during the 
workshop were sparse and were mainly about geek topics like 
Star Wars, Star Trek, Marvel and boardgaming. There was 
barely anything sexual about our discussions with KS. The 
incident came as a major shock. 

I was heartbroken but I had to leave before I could 
properly process my feelings. I had a plane to catch back to my 
home in Cebu. I couldn’t sit with ease on the bus ride heading to 
the airport. How could this have happened? What was I supposed 
to tell my boyfriend? I wanted to come back home safe. I wanted 
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to come back home proud of myself. But now, I had such a heavy 
burden to bear. 

Because the details were so fuzzy (I blacked out thrice that 
night. The incident was so hazy that when I woke up, I thought it 
was just a dream), I had to investigate the incident. In the days 
that followed, I asked senior fellow Maam D and my co-fellow M 
what they remembered - the most reliable source of information 
since they were the only two people who were sober that night. 

M remembers me sitting next to the secretariat on his 
mattress. According to M, I had taken a nap for a while, but then 
woke up and went back to dancing with everyone. 

Maam D says that KS and I were dancing with each other while 
everyone else was busy dancing in the center of the room as well. 
We disappeared while everyone was still celebrating. Maam D 
remembers waiting for Lady Gaga’s Born This Way when she 
notices that we had gone from the room. 

There’s a black period after that. According to Maam D, 
my shoes were spotted by some of the fellows outside KS’ room. I 
have no idea what happened there. All I can remember is what 
happened inside my room. 

Meanwhile, during this black moment in KS’ room, M says 
that another co-fellow was in the secretariats room puking, 
forcing everyone to leave. Noticing that I was no longer with 
everyone, M decides to head downstairs to my room to check up 
on me. After all, we were friends. 

However, when M enters my room, I am nowhere to be 
found. (Whatever happened in KS’ room, must have taken a 
while). M only finds H, my roommate who drunkenly keeps going 
on and on about the NDMMRC. Soon after, he says that KS and 
I have arrived by the doorway. According to M, KS and I are 
already kissing. He didn’t catch who initiated it but we’re 
kissing, and we walk into the room. 

KS sits down on my bed, and according to M, I get on top 
of the panelist, and take off my clothes. I don’t remember this - I 
was very inebriated that night. His clothes are taken off too. Then 
according to M, I drunkenly ask him to “Friend, please....” 

I don’t understand what this is supposed to mean, but M 
takes it as a signal to leave, and so he takes H and leaves, locking 
the room behind us. 


XXX 

I don’t remember giving him my consent. Not once during 
the night. 
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What’s more, intoxicated individuals CANNOT give 
consent. That’s in the law. A writer of his stature should have 
known that. 


XXX 

Not only were my co-fellows able to see my shoes outside 
his room, but I also found them there when I woke up after the 
incident. How long were we in his room? What were we doing 
there 1 ? 


More importantly, why did he take me to his room before 
taking me to my own? 

I don’t think I would be the one to take KS to his room, 
that’s ridiculous. Did I say no to him in his room, so he took me 
to mine instead? Or did he figure that he’d have to leave at 3 AM 
so he’d rather do it in my room so he wouldn’t have to leave me in 
his? 


There’s also the question of just how drunk KS was that 
night. Another co-fellow, G says that KS seemed drunk that 
night. But the timeline shows that he couldn’t be fully inebriated 
to not know what he was doing. 

According to Maam D, KS and I disappeared sometime 
past 12.The puking incident in the room happened past 1, let’s 
say 1:15 to 1:30. M comes down around that time, and the 
incident where I’m with KS in my room happens around then. 

So, if everything happened between 12 midnight to 2, how 
in the world could KS make his 3 AM trip so quickly if he was 
just as drunk as everyone else was? How could someone who 
claimed to be excessively drunk, sober up in an hour? 

G, my co-fellow, had the same flight schedule as KS. 
According to G, KS seemed sobered up for his 3 am flight. In fact, 
it was KS who woke G up for their 3 am trip to the airport. KS 
even posted on Facebook at around 5:59 in the morning. How in 
the world can an extremely inebriated individual write coherent 
sentences and post on Facebook? How could he have made that 
trip so quickly? 


XXX 

I reached out to KS twice. The first time, it was Saturday 
night, June 1, the day after the incident. I was still in denial. I 
was feeling terrible, and reached out to him hoping to know more 
about what happened. I asked him about what happened, and 
then said that if and if I was the one who started things, then I 
was sorry. I didn’t know any better then, because I was in a state 
of shock and denial. He immediately jumped on that, and made 
it seem like it was my fault. 
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‘You didn’t mean any harm.” 

This first conversation ended on a good note, but 
throughout the day I was still bothered by what happened. I’d 
been digging around, asking my co-fellows what happened that 
night. I wanted to know the truth. 

I messaged KS again, telling him that I was still lost and 
confused, and I wanted his help to piece everything together. He 
told me that he barely remembers anything because he was just 
as drunk that night too - a lie considering the timeline of the 
incident, his flight schedule, and the testimony of my co-fellow G 
who had the same returning trip as KS did. 

KS says that he can’t remember much except that he was 
on my bed with his clothes on - another lie knowing that M saw 
him without his clothes before M left the room. The sexual act I 
remember in my hazy recollection of the incident also didn’t have 
him with clothes on either. 

I lamented about the incident during the second 
conversation with KS, saying that I never wanted it to happen. I 
consider myself sexually liberated but I’m also very committed to 
my boyfriend. I don’t ever remember giving KS consent either; 
how could I give consent, I was inebriated that night. 

I asked KS what he was going to do about the situation. 
“Honestly, I’m going to move on with my life. I suggest that you 
do too. ” 

I was taken aback by his response. Shouldn’t he be more 
concerned about the incident? Shouldn’t he be apologetic at least? 

He’s a much older panelist who should know better than to 
fraternize with a writer a little beyond half his age. 

It’s taken me a while to come out with this story because 
honestly, this incident has brought me nothing but anguish and 
heartache. Instead of coming home marinating in the warmth of 
the camaraderie that comes with every writer’s workshop, I came 
home with so much burden. The past few months were spent 
trying to investigate what had really happened and then to see 
what kind of action I could take. The incident also put my 
relationship at stake - I am only lucky that my boyfriend 
understood what I was going through. He has been standing by 
me, through thick and thin, in every consultation visit to lawyer 
friends who were willing to help me. 

xxx” 

A copy of the screenshot of the full Facebook post is attached 
herein as Annex “1”. 
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5. As will be shown below, many portions of ’s 
Facebook post and complaint-affidavit are untrue and inaccurate. 
But even assuming, for purposes of discussion only, that her 
entire note is true and accurate, it is clear that I was not the 
aggressor that night. An objective reading of j’s own 
statements will make it clear that her characterization of herself 
as the victim and me as the aggressor does not have any factual 
basis. 


6. While conveniently forgets those details that 

would make her responsible for the incident and conveniently 
remembers only those details that would deflect such 
responsibility away from her, it is clear from her own statements 
that she was an active participant that night, and had control over 
her own faculties. 

B. The incident, as told by eyewitnesses 

7. The Mindanao Creative Writer’s Group, Inc. (MCWGI), 
which is the organizer of the INWW, conducted a probe and had 
submitted an Incident Report to the National Commission on 
Culture and the Arts (NCCA). Said Report was executed by the 
INWW Director, Ms. Christine F. Godinez-Ortega, attached herein 
as Annex “2”. The conclusion arrived by the report — consensual 
sex - is based on the signed written and notarized statements of 
the following persons who were participants of the workshop and 
eyewitnesses of the incident, including the written statement 
submitted by the complainant herself to Ms. Ortega: 


Name 

Date 

Attached as 

Gerald C. Galindez 

12 August 2019 

Annex “3” 

Kurt Joshua 0. Comendador 

5 August 2019 

Annex “4” 

Diandra-Ditma A. Macarambon 

22 June 2019 

Annex “5” 

Gene Paulo E. Abrajano 

24 June 2019 

Annex “6” 

Hannah A. Lecena 

undated 

Annex “7” 

Genaro R. Gojo Cruz 

14 August 2019 

Annex “8” 


11 June 2019 

Annex “9” 


8. The eyewitnesses’ statements are summarized below: 

(For purposes of clarity, and in order to not disrupt the flow of the 
narrations, I am referred to hy my nickname “TJ”) 
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8.1. Gerald C. Galindez’s notarized statement (as 
summarized, not verbatim copy. See Annex 3 for notarized 
verbatim copy): 

As part of the activities of the workshop, the 
participants travelled to Mimbalot falls for a swimming 
excursion. 

All throughout the trip, and another 

fellow, Thomas Shaw, were talking about sex and sexual 
fantasies. This made Gerald feel awkward but he joined, 
anyway, because he did not want to feel left out of the 
group. 


On the pool, the sexual and awkward conversations 
continued together with Thomas, Kurt, GP, , and 
Gerald. Topics ranged from Hentai, to porn, to penile sizes, 
to bukkake, and sexual fantasies. was wishing that 
TJ should have been there. She wanted to see TJ, see 
her in her bikini. 

was very open about her “crush” on TJ. 
Gerald remembers as saying she fantasizes 

about him, that he was her type (chubby and geeky) 
and she would like to dominate him like BDSM 
(Bondage Discipline Sadism and Masochism). 

On 31 May 2019, Gerald, , TJ, and Thomas 
bought food and liquor from the convenience store. Along 
the way, Gerald noticed that and TJ were growing 
close as they walked together and talked about a lot of 
things. Thomas and Gerald walked together leaving them 
because and TJ were taking time to talk. On the way 
back, they were still talking. 

That night, everyone was ecstatic. There was heavy 
drinking, singing and dancing. Gerald led the group in a 
dance routine, while GP became the impromptu DJ. 

During the dancing, everyone paired up. 
Gerald saw and TJ danced together. Because of 
this, Gerald sensed that something really intimate 
will happen later between the pair. Gerald thought 
that it was human instinct, an act of intimacy 
between two consenting adults. 

Gerald threw up and blacked out. 

The next morning, Gerald and Hannah ( ’s 
roommate) took the bus together heading for Cagayan de 

Oro. They talked about and TJ having sex, and 
that it was with the consent of both parties. 
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8.2. Kurt Joshua O. Comendador’s notarized 
statement (as summarized, not verbatim copy. See 
Annex 4 for notarized verbatim copy): 

On the night of 31 May 2019, the participants of the 
workshop, which was concluded earlier that day, held a 
party. Since they were all staying at the university hostel, 
the workshop participants held the party at the room 
where the head of the Workshop Secretariat was staying. 

Almost everyone consumed alcoholic beverages and 
showed signs of inebriation. 

At some point between 12:00 Midnight and 1:30 
AM, Kurt escorted his co-fellow Hannah A. Leceha back to 
her room because she was already too intoxicated. 

Hannah shared the room with 

Upon entering the room, Kurt saw TJ with his 
back against the wall on the right side of the 
doorway. was in front of him, with both of her 

hands resting on his shoulders. They were kissing 
each other on the mouth. 

Out of concern for Hannah, Kurt said the following 
to and TJ: 

“Wag niyo yan gawin ditto. Dun kayo sa iba kasi 
nandito si Ate Hannah. Humanap kayo ng ibangpwesto.” 

Upon uttering those words, Kurt turned around and 
started walking back towards the party. 

While Kurt was walking away from the room of 
and Hannah, he looked back and saw TJ exiting the 
room as well. TJ appeared to be saying something to 
someone inside the room but Kurt neither heard what he 
was saying nor saw who TJ was talking to. 

8.3. Diandra-Ditma A. Macarambon’s statement 
(as summarized, not verbatim copy. See Annex 5 for 
verbatim copy): 

After the conclusion of the workshop, the 
participants decided to have a party since everyone was 
leaving the next day. The party started at around 10:00 
PM. Almost all of the workshop participants were present, 
including the workshop director, panelists, and all fellows 
except two who had already left. 
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Diandra and another fellow, Ivanie Florentino, did 
not drink, but joined the merry-making. Some of the 
participants were dancing, while those who did not dance 
sat on the bed entertaining each other and laughing. 

There was a lot of liquor. Two of the most drunk 
were and TJ, who were both dancing. poured 

the shots for everyone, and she was also drinking in 
between. 

TJ was singing on the top of his lungs and was 
beating on the table. He had a can on his forehead, which 
made him look like a unicorn ready to attack. 

Diandra occasionally went downstairs to fill her 
water bottle. She tried to match the amount of liquor 
consumed by the others by drinking water. In one of her 
trips downstairs, she saw coming out of their room. 
Upon seeing Diandra, 1 yelled at her: 

“Miss Diandraaa!!! Hellooooo!!! Ang saya-saya ‘no?” 

hugged Diandra and kept saying, “Ang saya 
talaga!” They then returned to the party together. 

TJ and started hugging each other while 

dancing. Nobody paid particular attention because 
everyone was having fun. A few minutes after midnight, 
and TJ went out of the room. That was the last time 
Diandra saw the pair that night. 

When Diandra went downstairs to fill her water 
bottle again, she saw ’s shoes outside TJ’s room. But 
she did not hear any sound coming from inside. 

Diandra went back to the party. After some time, the 
party ended abruptly when one of the fellows threw up 
right inside the room. The participants who were still 
awake stayed around a dining table just outside the room. 

’s roommate, Hannah, was also very drunk. 
She could not enter their room because it was locked. They 
decided that Hannah should sleep in the room of another 
fellow, Jennibeth Loro. Jennibeth’s roommate had already 
left, and she wanted someone to be with her in the room 
because she was afraid to sleep there alone. 

At around 2:00 AM, Kurt Comendador, the youngest 
of the fellows, was throwing up and had to be attended to 
by his roommate, Mark Acero. The rest of the fellows also 
went back to their respective rooms. 
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8.4. Gene Paulo E. Abrajano’s statement (as 
summarized, not verbatim copy. See Annex 6 for 
notarized verbatim copy): 

The fellows and panelists who were from out-of- 
town were billeted at the MSU-IIT Hostel. On 31 May 
2019, they all had a party to celebrate the end of the 
workshop. Almost everyone consumed alcoholic beverages. 
Everyone exhibited various stages of inebriation, including 
and TJ. 

The next time Gene Paulo saw TJ was at around 
3:30 AM. TJ woke him up so that they can ride together 
towards Languindingan Airport. 

While Gene Paulo was still feeling groggy, TJ 
seemed to be alert and awake and in control of his 
faculties. 

Upon reaching the airport, Gene Paulo and TJ 
parted ways because they were booked with different air 
carriers. 

8.5. Hannah A. Lecena’s notarized statement in 
Tagalog (as summarized and translated to English, not 
verbatim copy. See Annex 7 for notarized verbatim 
copy): 


In the evening of 31 May 2019, before the party 
started, TJ called from the room that the latter 

shared with Hannah. They were going to buy food and 
drinks. 


’s response to TJ was: 

“Wait, I am masturbating,” 

and TJ then went to buy food and drinks 
along with a few other participants. Hannah did not go 
with them because she needed to talk with a certain “Jeff” 
over the phone. 

Hannah arrived at the party late, at around 12:30 
AM, because her phone conversation with Jeff took a long 
time. It was Hannah’s first time to drink liquor. Everyone 
was happy. 

As the party went on, Hannah became too drunk. 
Everyone was telling her to go back to her room and sleep 
it off. Eventually, she relented. Mark, Ivanie, and other 
participants accompanied Hannah to her room. 
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When Hannah and Ivanie were already in the room, 
TJ and arrived. TJ sat on ’s bed. sat 

on top of him. Hannah was very shocked because it was 
her first time to personally witness such a “sensual 
moment.” 

Subsequently, ordered Hannah to 

transfer to a different bed because she was too close 
to them. said, 

“Balhin didto geng.” 

Eventually, asked everyone inside the 

room to leave. Hannah remembers saying: 

“You too, Kurt.” 

Hannah stepped out of the room. She saw the 
others, who told her again to go to sleep because she was 
drunk. Ivanie tried to knock on the door but it was already 
locked. 


They then decided for Hannah to sleep in Jen’s 
room. Hannah remembers someone saying: 

“Didto na lang ka tulog kay nagsexpa sila.” 

The next morning, Hannah went back to their room 
and found who was getting ready for her trip home, 
asked Hannah what happened, saying as follows: 

“Sana nightmare lang ang lahat. ” 

“Parang gi-blow job ko si Sir TJ?” 

“Shall I ask him?” 

“Masasaktan ang boyfriend ko kapag nalaman 

niya. ” 


“Hann, gipagawas ta ka Hann, no?” 

Hannah and Gerald took the taxi together. Gerald 
told Hannah: 

“Hannah, huwag mo talaga ipagsabi yung nangyari 
kina at TJ ha? Pareho silang may iniingatang 

pangalan. ” 

“Ano pala ang nangyari sa kanila?” asked Hannah. 

“Nagsex sila. ” Said Gerald. 
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8.6. Genaro R. Gojo Cruz’s notarized statement in 
Tagalog (as summarized and translated to English, not 
verbatim copy. See Annex 8 for notarized verbatim 
copy): 


On 31 May 2019, Genaro joined the party at the 
second floor of the hostel, with the rest of the participants 
of the just-concluded INWW. Almost all of the participants 
who had not yet left were there. 

In the middle of the room was a table, where food 
and different kinds of liquor were placed. People were 
dancing around the table, including and TJ. After a 
few hours, some of the participants went back to their 
rooms, while others stayed. 

Hannah slept in Jen’s room. 

The next morning, at around 5:50 AM, Genaro was 
already at the lobby to wait for the scheduled shuttle 
service that will take him to the airport. After a few 
minutes, Jen and Ivanie also arrived at the lobby to wait 
for the shuttle. 

While they were waiting for the shuttle, 
arrived. was sweaty, and Genaro knew that she 
just came from jogging because she saw her at least 
twice during the previous days, jogging early in the 
morning. 

Just like in previous days, appeared to be 
happy while jogging. She talked in Bisaya with Jen and 
Ivanie, which Genaro did not understand. After a few 
minutes, the shuttle arrived and the three of them (Genaro, 

Jen, and Ivanie) boarded. 

It was only at the airport, while they were waiting 
for their flight, that Genaro learned the reason why 
Hannah slept in Jen’s room - was the one who 

ordered Hannah to leave their (Hannah’s and ’s) 
room. 

9. The signed written statements corroborate to the 
incident being consensual. 

10. Based on eyewitness testimony, I was just as drunk as 
everyone else. But just as relied on Google to cite a source on 
the state of intoxication of persons, so too, can I cite a well-settled 
medical conclusion that larger persons can process alcohol faster, 
which explains why, in their observation, I recovered relatively 
quicker than the others. I was able to recover in time for my 3:30 
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AM trip to the airport because, as will be shown below, as soon as 
I was back in my own room, I vomited out all the contents of my 
stomach, including the alcohol. Vomiting is a reflex that allows 
the body to rid itself of ingested toxins and poisons. 

C. The incident, according to the MCWGI 

11. Through the Incident Report (Annex “2”), the MCWGI 
refutes all of the allegations previously made through public 
comments by members of the writers’ community, to the effect 
that the organizers of the INWW brushed aside ’s request for 
assistance when she had earlier approached them. So far, the 
MCWGI report is the only official and most comprehensive 
recounting of the events that night. 

12. The Incident Report is summarized below: 

On 11 June 2019, reached out to the workshop 

director, Ms. Christine Godinez Ortega, about “sexual things” 
that happened between her and TJ on 31 May 2019. Ms. Ortega 
encouraged to seek legal assistance and assured her of 

INWW’s cooperation. 

From 13 June 2019 onwards, Ms. Ortega reached out to 
workshop participants in order to investigate what really 
happened. She asked each of them to prepare written statements. 

The probe was pointing towards the direction of the 
incident being consensual. 

On 01 July 2019, MCWGI received a letter from ’s 
lawyer requesting INWW to blacklist TJ. 

On 17 July 2019, MCWGI responded to ’s lawyer to 
explain that they could not ban or blacklist TJ because he is not 
officially connected with them, but was free to pursue any 
legal action she may choose. 

(The statements below are based on the same written 
statements from eyewitnesses, which I have summarized above.) 

On 31 May 2019, the participants of the recently concluded 
workshop threw themselves a private party with drinking, 
singing, and dancing. During the party, is observed 

to be dancing and flirting with keynote speaker TJ Dimacali. In 
one of the accounts, the behavior of Dimacali and 
towards each other made the other fellows think that the two will 
continue their intimacy from the dancefloor to the bedroom, and 
eventually have sex. 

The account of Comendador shows that and 

Dimacali also spent sometime just outside the room kissing and 
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petting, in full view of anyone who would happen to be in the 
hallway. 


herself admits to the memory of this 
encounter between her and Dimacali. 

The account of Leceha is of particular interest as, being 
’s roommate, she was also inside the room when 
and Dimacali entered. She saw the alleged victim get on 
top of Dimacali, who was sitting on one of the beds. 
Subsequently, asked Leceha to move to another bed 

because she was sitting close to them. A little later, 
ordered Leceha to leave the room. 

This witness report corroborates ’s own testimony 

of sending another fellow, Ivanie, out of the room. This means 
that she did this twice - she sent two people out of the 
room, because she wanted Dimacali and herself left alone. 

has a recollection of this actively conscious and 
deliberate decision, as evidenced by her probing of her 
roommate the next morning. 

These accounts establish that did not 

black out and was conscious and was in control of her 
actions. Pertinent to ’s narrative are incidents of 

blacking out; she describes the entire “sexual assault” with 
decidedly incomplete parts, and aside from the memories of the 
public kissing and the private blowjob that she gave Mr. 
Dimacali (both of which are highly participatory events, 
and cannot be forced into someone), her recollection of the 
other “sexual things” she did with the panelist is fuzzy at best. 

This renders her incident report nebulous, and over the 
next few days following her initial complaint, ’s 

narrative has evolved significantly from a report of a panelist 
fraternizing with a writing fellow, into sexual assault, and then 
into rape. In the final form of this ever-evolving sexual incident, 
’s clain has now removed all participation and 
agency from her side, and has assigned all agency and 
responsibility to Dimacali. 

Furthermore, the accounts also show that other writing 
fellows were aware that and Dimacali were going to 

have sex then, owing perhaps to the fact that the sexual tension 
between the two was a well-observed matter towards the end of 
the worksop, and especially during the private after-closing- 
ceremony party of the fellows. 

’s infatuation towards Mr. Dimacali is not 
only a well-observed fact during the workshop; it was also well- 
articulated by herself. Her BDSM sexual fantasies 

with Dimacali are also made known to other fellows; and her 
openly sexual ways are communicated in her dealings with them. 
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Then next morning, Leceha anxiously went back to her 
own room that she shares with . She details how 

appeared flustered. Leceha came in. even as she 
confides to Leceha that she had given Dimacali a blowjob. This 
same sexual activity was admitted by in her more 

detailed Facebook public post of what happened. 

Also during this time, senior writing fellow, Genaro Gojo 
Cruz reported seeing arrive at the hostel lobby after a 

morning jog around the campus. 

A woman who was just raped may run away from 
her attacker, but to go on a fun run the morning after? 
And to happily greet friends at the place where she was 
supposedly sexually assaulted the night before? 

It is underscored at this point that at the onset, the 
immediate reaction of the organizers towards ’s 

incident report was one of empathy towards ’s well¬ 

being. It also underscores that Mr. Dimacali was never coddled; 
the organization’s deep regret over Dimacali’s lapse in judgment 
and over his betrayal of the INWW’s trust, was expressly 
communicated to Dimacali as soon as the report was received. 
This pertains to the sexual event (consensual or not) that should 
never have happened between a fellow and a panelist in the first 
place. 


As soon as ’s report was studied, it is revealed 

that her narrative reads like the journal of a woman who is 
trying to reconcile the sexual events she enthusiastically 
participated in the night before, with the realities of her life, 
which she realizes when she wakes up. Two points can easily be 
read: (1) her guilt over the cheating she did on her boyfriend; and 
(2) the hurt she felt at having been dismissed by Dimacali as just 
a one-night stand. 

On the second point I mention above, writes that 

she has reached out to Dimacali twice. On both occasions, she 
‘lamented about the incident’ ( , public Facebook post), 

and wanted to make sense of it. On the second time she did this, 
Dimacali sent a straightforward response that she obviously did 
not like. 

In the report she first submitted to the INWW, she 
expressed her outrage at the “dismissive” manner by 
which Dimacali responded to her. Only a woman invested 
on making the sexual incident matter to the man she had 
sex with would express outrage over the “dismissal.” It is 
clear she wanted it to matter to him as much as it 
mattered to her; but Dimacali is sure it was just a one- 
night stand for him. 
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“I ask sir TJ what he’s going to do about everything. 
‘Honestly, I’m just going to move on with my life. I suggest that 
you do too’ Grabe! How dismissive! I haven’t contacted him 
since then.” 

In the revised version posted on Facebook, she said: 

“I was taken aback by his response. Shouldn’t he be more 
concerned about the incident? Shouldn’t he be apologetic at least? 
He’s a much older panelist who should know better than to 
fraternize with a writer a little beyond half his age. ” 

In ’s public post, the revision was clearly catered to a 
public audience; her outrage at the dismissal has been deleted, 
and her dismissed feeling was revised to the more public 
acceptable rumination of an innocent victim. 

Also, this ‘half his age’ refrain that uses more 

than once in her narrative is clearly a justification she has found 
comfortable and convenient in her entire exercise of making a 
case out of the incident. Dimacali is 38; she is 26. They are both 
adults, and their age difference is not even barely half of half of 
her age. 

In summary, has built her entire case on (1) 

her in /capacity to give consent because she was drunk; (2) the 
ir/responsibility of Dimacali who was older and who was a 
panelist, and whom she assigns the responsibility of deciding for 
her; (3) the dismissal of the organizers of her report. 

This Incident Report has shown (1) that the INWW probe 
reveals witness accounts that cast doubt on the non-consensual 
nature of the sexual act, as claims. Even ’s own 

statements corroborate the impressions of the probe. However, 
whether she was capable of giving consent has become a matter 
of great debate on social media at the moment, but in reality is a 
matter that only the legal court can ascertain. 

Moreover, this Report has demonstrated (2) that panelist 
and keynote speaker Dimacali was not coddled, and was in fact 
made accountable for his lack of discretion. However, 
punishment pertaining to ‘sexual assault’ or ‘rape’ cannot be 
meted out pending a legal complaint filed by in court. 

Furthermore, this Report also (3) outlines the chronology 
of events that give evidence to how the report was handled by the 
organizers. It shows that not once was silenced or 

was asked to keep the matter to herself. On the contrary, she had 
been encouraged to seek legal action. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 
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Too long have talk of sexual harassment and rape at 
writers workshops and other literary events been going around. 

These should be exposed and punished. And I join the public in 
crying for justice. But just because the public eye is not focused on 
the Iligan National Writers Workshop does it mean we should, in 
irresponsible disregard for evidence, convict in haste? 

may seem to be unlucky given that this is not 
her first time to be involved (as complainant) in a controversy of 
a sexual nature (alleged harassment) at a literary event (2018 
Taboan-Bohol) featuring a similar-looking older writer. The 
NCCA has a copy of this complaint. 

However, the evidence in this present case gives us reason 
to doubt her rape narrative. 

Nevertheless, I would welcome any investigation and 
promise my full cooperation. 

PREPARED BY: 

(sgd.) 

CHRISTINE F. GODINEZ-ORTEGA, DFA 
INWW Director 

D. The incident, based on my own recollection 

13. I remember getting very drunk with the fellows in the 
second-floor common room that night. I was moving around the 
center table, dancing around and singing, paying no attention to 
any one person in particular. 

14. At some point, I blacked out. In all honesty, I have 
absolutely no recollection of coming down from the second floor. 

15. My next memory is of someone kissing me on the lips. I 
did not know who it was, but I did not/could not stop him/her. I 
don’t even know if he/she was a male or female. I blacked out 
again after this. 

16. My next memory is of being on the floor, lying on my 
back, in an unfamiliar room. I remember seeing 

close the door and then kneel beside me on my left side. She then 
pulled down my pants and boxers and proceeded to give me a 
blowjob. But I couldn’t get an erection because I was too drunk. So 
she stopped. 


Page 17 of 26 



17. Perhaps in an effort to give me an erection, I remember 

taking off her own clothes and pressing her breast to my face. 

But still, no erection. I blacked out yet again after this. 

18. My next memory is of my phone in my pocket sounding 
an alarm for me to get ready for my flight back to Manila. I sat up 
and was surprised that I was fully dressed - I even had my 
eyeglasses on — while was curled up on my right side, naked, 
and fast asleep. 

19. I groggily got up and left the room and headed for my 
own room, where I went straight to my own bathroom and 
vomited into the toilet. 

20. After a while, I got a text message from Gerry, the 
driver, informing me that he was already outside, ready to bring 
me to the airport. I passed by GP Abrajano, who was asleep on the 
sofa in the reception area. I woke him up so that we could both go 
to the airport. 

21. I have absolutely no recollection of going bavck to my 
room from the time that I was at the second floor to the time when 
my alarm sounded and I left ’s room. To the best of my 
recollection, my vomiting in the bathroom was the first time that I 
had been in my own room at all since the previous night. 

22. I am absolutely certain that I was dressed and had my 
glasses on because I am very myopic. If my glasses fall from my 
face, I cannot find them even if they are just an arm’s reach away. 

23. I cannot remember anymore how I knew that GP 
Abrajano was supposed to take the same car with me to the 
airport. I have vague remembrance that I might have gone out to 
the car and the driver (Gerry) told me, but I am honestly not sure 
anymore. It also may have been told to me verbally at some point 
the previous day. 

24. Lastly, in her Facebook post, released to 

the public a portion of our chat through Messenger app. However, 
she conveniently selected only the portion favorable to her. She 
left out the rest of the conversation. 

25. It would be unfair to judge the parties based only on a 
carefully selected portion of a full conversation, without any 
context. In the interest of truth and fairness. 
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26. In our Messenger conversation, the full version of 
which is attached as Annex “11”, admitted that she might 
have initiated the “shenanigans” and apologized to me for making 
the first move. She said that she was upset with herself for what 
happened, and she did not want to hurt her boyfriend. 

27. Based on ordinary human experience, a woman who is 
claimed to have been raped would not initiate a conversation with 
her alleged offender. Worse, she does not normally apologize to 
him. 

E. Untruthfulness and inconsistencies of the allegations in 
the complaint-affidavit 

28. Based on ’s complaint affidavit, she said in 
paragraphs A12 and A14: 

“A12: Yes, I noticed Mr. Dimacali handed me a cup with 
liquid contents. Feeling obliged to take the cup, I took it and 
emptied whatever was inside while Mr. Dimacali was pouring 
himself vodka and other hard drinks. After a while, I noticed 
that I suddenly became tired and dizzy. I then decided to lay 
down and rest, hence I sat down on the mattress in the room. 

XXX 

A14: Just barely five minutes after consuming the drinks 
that Mr. Dimacali handed to me, I suddenly blacked out” 

These statements seem to imply that I placed something in 
the drink which made her blacked out. First of all, I do not 
remember handing her a drink, since I was drunk at that time. If 
ever I handed her a drink, it would be unfair to conclude that such 
drink caused her to black out. Based on the signed notarized 
statements of Gerald Galindez, signed notarized and/or written 
statements of Kurt Comendador, Diandra Macarambon, and Gene 
Abrajano (Annexes “3, 4, 5, 6”), ’s public Facebook post 
(Annex “1”), and in the affidavit executed by herself on 1 July 
2019, herein attached as Annex “9”, that there was drinking and 
dancing in the party, and people in the room showed signs of 
inebriation. The blacking out may be caused by the totality of the 
alcohol consumed by her. Moreover, it must be emphasized that 
that the allegation of handing a cup with liquid contents, which 
rendered her tired and dizzy, and blacked her out, is nowhere to 
be found in such affidavit. Such substantial allegation, if true, 
would not have been omitted by her in the affidavit. The notable 
portions of the affidavit are as follows: 
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“3. The party involved singing, dancing and consumption 
of alcoholic beverages; 

4. Due to a combination of fatigue and the effect of the 
alcoholic drinks, I passed out in the mattress of Mr. Dico;” 

29. Also, in the complaint-affidavit, she avers: 

“A 15: What I remember was after I regained 
consciousness, I found myself downstairs outside the doorway of 
a room while Mr. Dimacali was kissing me. 

XXX 

A16:1 tried to parry him from my body since I did not like 
what he was doing to me, but I could not do so since I was very 
tired and I felt hazy and was not in control of my body. ” 

These averments are belied by the signed and notarized 
written statement of Kurt Joshua Comendador (Annex “4”). He 
says: 


“6. That upon entering the room, I witnessed Mr. Timothy 
James Dimacali, the alleged perpetator, and 
kissing each other on the mouth, on the right side of the door 
way; 


7 . That the lights were off and that Mr. Dimacali was 
standing with his back to the wall while was 

in front of him and both of hands appeared to be resting 
on top of Mr. Dimacali’s shoulders;” 

This is also consistent with ’s own Facebook post 
(Annex “1”): 

“According to M, KS and I are already kissing. He didn’t 
catch who initiated it but we’re kissing, and we walk into the 
room” 

“Kissing each other” is different from “kissing me”. The 
former is mutual, while the latter is unilateral. It is unreasonable 
and illogical to say that I was kissing her and she tried to parry 
me, but it was my back which is against the wall, and that she 
was in front of me with her hands on top of my shoulders. 

30. f’s complaint-affidavit further reads: 

“Q16: While Mr. Dimacali was kissing you, what did you 
do if any? 
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A16:1 tried to parry him from my body since I did not like 
what he was doing to me, but I could not do so since I was very 
tired and I felt hazy and was not in control of my body. 

Q17: What happened next, if any? 

A17: After a few minutes of Mr. Dimacali kissing me, I 
blacked out again. Later on, I woke up inside a room and while 
starting to regain my consciousness I noticed that my mouth was 
on Mr. Dimacali’s penis. 

Q18: Can you describe your position when you woke up, 
your mouth being on Mr. Dimacali s penis? 

A18: Mr. Dimacali was lying in the bed while my mouth 
was on Mr. Dimacalispenis and his hands were on my head.” 

XXX 

Q20: What happened next, if any? 

A20:1 blacked out again. 

Q21: What happened next, if any? 

A21: I woke up the next day finding myself alone in my 
room, fully naked. ” 

These substantial allegations are nowhere to be found again 
in the affidavit executed by her (Annex “9”): 

“5. While I could not recall how it happened, I had a vague 
recollection of being outside the door of my room in the same 
hostel, as later confirmed by witnesses, and that someone is 
kissing me in the mouth; 

6. Next thing I remember is waking up naked in my room 
at 6 o’clock in the morning the following day;” 

and also in the Incident Report submitted by her to MCWGI 
(Annex “10”): 


“xxx The next thing I know, I’m downstairs outside the 
doorway of my room. Someone’s kissing me - it’s Sir TJ. We enter 
the room. 

I black out again, but vaguely remember a few of the 
sexual things that happen. When I wake up, it’s 6 something in 
the morning, and I’m naked and alone in my room, xxx" 

The statements in the affidavit and incident report are 
consistent. cannot remember the things that happen, if there 
is any, between the kissing and her waking up in the morning. It 
is highly questionable on how she forgets such a crucial 
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happening, if any, but conveniently remembers the same upon the 
execution of her complaint-affidavit. 

Again, ’s allegations that I was lying on the bed when 
my penis is allegedly on her mouth, and that my hands were on 
her head are unreasonable, illogical, and contrary to ordinary 
human experience. Assuming the same is true, it is not consistent 
with common sense, which tells that a man who is lying on the 
bed cannot insert his penis on the mouth of a woman, who is 
presumable on top of him, and worse, such woman claims to have 
blacked out that time. In the normal course of things, a rapist who 
takes advantage of a blacked out woman would ordinarily lay the 
woman on the bed (not the other way around), and thereafter 
insert his penis on her mouth. 

It is also worthy to note that in the signed written statement 
of Hannah Lecena, asked her in the morning after the 

incident: 

“Parang gi-blow job ko si Sir TJ?” 

herself thought that she gave me a blowjob. “Gi- 
blowjob ” implies voluntariness. 

F. As to the elements of rave through sexual assault 

31. According to my lawyer, the elements of rape through 
sexual assault are: (1) that the offender commits an act of sexual 
assault; (2) that the act of sexual assault is committed by inserting 
his penis into another person’s mouth; and (3) that the offended 
party is deprived of reason, or otherwise unconscious. 

32. Taking into consideration the totality of the evidence 
previous mentioned, I am convinced that not all the elements of 
rape are present. 

32.1 With respect to the last element, my lawyer told 

me that in the case of People of the Philippines vs. Tionloc 

(G.R. no. 212193, February 15, 2017): 

“Drunkenness should have deprived the 
victim of her will power to give her consent. 

xxx There is authority to the effect that "where 
consent is induced by the administration of drugs 
or liquor, which incites her passion but does not 
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deprive her of her will power, the accused is not 
guilty of rape."” 

32.2 Based on the Incident Reports of the eyewitnesses, 
it is evident that was very aware and conscious of her 
acts. Our dancing in the room and kissing on the hallway, 
her sitting on top of me in the bed, taking of my pants and 
boxers and giving me a blowjob, her taking off her own 
clothes and pressing her breasts on my face, among others, 
are all indicative that the degree of her intoxication or 
drunkenness did not deprive her of the will power to give 
consent. She even asked Hannah and Kurt to go out of the 
room. Also, she has mentioned more than once in her 
complaint-affidavit that she has regained consciousness: 

Q15: What happened next after you blacked out, if 

nay? 

A15: What I remember was after I regained some 
consciousness, I found myself downstairs outside the 
doorway of a room while Mr. Dimacali was kissing me. 

XXX 

Q17: What happened next, if any? 

A17: After a few minutes of Mr. Dimacali kissing 
me, I blacked out again. Later on, I woke up inside a room 
and while starting to regain my consciousness I 
noticed that my mouth was on Mr. Dimacali’s penis. 

This shows that she was not absolutely deprived of her 
will power to give consent. She was conscious at the time she 
gave me a blowjob. 

32.3 My lawyer added that in the case of People of the 

Philippines vs. Claro (G.R. no. 199894, April 5, 2017), the 
Supreme Court may consider the acts of the parties prior to 
the alleged rape as indications of consent. I believe that her 
having sexual conversations with the other fellows, being 
open in having “crush” on me, and all the times that both of 
us are together and talking even before the party, may be 
considered in concluding that consented to the sexual 

act. 

G. As to the elements of sexual harassment 

33. My lawyer explained to me that in Republic Act no. 
7877 or the “Anti-Sexual Harassment Act of 1995”, training- 
related sexual harassment is (1) committed by a trainor, (2) who, 
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having authority, influence or moral ascendancy over another in a 
training environment, (3) demands, requests or otherwise requires 
any sexual favor from the other, regardless of whether the 
demand, request or requirement for submission is accepted by the 
object of said act, and (4) when the sexual advances result in an 
intimidating, hostile or offensive environment for the trainee. 

33.1. As to the second element, the complainant, , 
failed to allege and show proof in her complaint-affidavit 
how myself, as a panelist and keynote speaker of the INWW, 
had the authority, influence, or moral ascendancy over her. 
In fact, throughout the workshop, I acted like one of the 
participants’ co-fellows, since I am an INWW alumnus. 
Never did I use my being a panelist and keynote speaker to 
have intimate relations with . She merely indicated in 
her complaint-affidavit that I was a trainor, and she was a 
trainee. 

33.2. With respect to the third element, I did not 
demand, request, or require any sexual favor from her. 
Apparently from the evidence attached, it was who had 
a crush on me, fantasizing me sexually, voluntarily and 
consciously engaged in kissing and sexual relations with me. 
Neither did I take advantage of my role in the workshop to 
have sexual relations with her. I even do not know her in 
any way before the event. It was her who knew about me, 
and already had crush on me before the event. 

In fact, there can no longer be any favors that can be 
obtained after the workshop. All the certificates have been 
given out, and I have nothing to give her, much less require 
something of her in exchange for any position or title with 
respect to the training workshop. In fact, I was then and 
currently have no regular job, other than attending 
workshops as a trainor (the invitations to which have 
stopped because of news of this incident), and being a 
freelance writer. 

33.3. As regards the last element, she failed to 
substantiate how the incident created an intimidating, 
hostile, and offensive environment on her part. 

34. It must be emphasized that the complaint-affidavit has 
no attachment whatsoever which would prove the complainant’s 
allegations. My lawyer cited the case of Brodeth, et al. vs. People of 
the Philippines, et al. (G.R. no. 197849, November 29, 2017): 
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“xxx a mere allegation is not proof and could not 
justify sentencing a man to jail or holding him criminally 
liable. To stress, an allegation is not evidence and could 
not be made equivalent to proof.” 

Granting for the sake of argument that hearsay evidence is 
admissible in the prosecutor level, my lawyer added that in the 
case of De Lima vs. Guerrero (G.R. no. 229781, October 10, 2017): 

“Thus, probable cause can be established with hearsay 
evidence, as long as there is substantial basis for crediting 
the hearsay, xxx” 

Clearly, there is no substantial basis for crediting her 
hearsay evidence. 

35. Finally, it appears this is not the first time that the 
complainant filed a sexual harassment complaint occurring 
allegedly in another writers event. She a case against Mr. Mario 
Cuezon who was a delegate to the Taboan Writers Festival. 
Complainant was also a delegate at that event. She also called for 
Mr. Cuezon not to be invited to future Taboan Festivals; 
essentially, the same penalty she calls out for against me (i.e. to 
be blacklisted from future workshops). 

A copy of her complaint against Mr. Cuezon is attached as 

Annex “12”. 

A copy of Mr. Cuezon’s reply is attached as Annex “13”. 

36. I respectfully pray that the Honorable Prosecutor 
DISMISS the complaint for LACK OF PROBABLE CAUSE on 
the imputed crimes of Rape through Sexual Assault and/or 
violation of the Anti-Sexual Harassment Act. Other just and 
equitable reliefs are likewise prayed for. 

37. I am executing this affidavit to attest to the truth of 
the above statements, and for all legal purposes that it may serve. 


TIMOTHY JAMES M. DIMACALI 

Affiant 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this 8 January 
2020 in Iligan City. I hereby certify that I have personally 
examined the affiant, and I am satisfied that he voluntarily 
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executed the foregoing Complaint-Affidavit and fully 
understood the contents thereof. 
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ANNEX 1 






ANNEX 2 


Mindanao Creative Writers Group, Inc. 

Mindanao Creative Writers Group - Multi-Media Arm 


INCIDENT REPORT 


HANDLING OF THE COMPLAINT 

On June 11 [7:53 p.m.] I received an incident report from 26-year-old 

in which she talked about "sexual things” that happened between her and Keynote Speaker T] 
Dimacali. The incident she described occured at the MSU-1IT Hostel ten [10] days before or on the 
early morning of June 1, following the closing program of the 1NWW. 

I replied to her via Facebook Messenger on 12:07 am of June 12: 

I read your narrative. If that is true, my advice is for you to get a 
lawyer's opinion and the 1NWW wiil cooperate if your lawyer will 
have you take action. The 1NWW does not condone these alleged 
actions. Regards. 

From June 13 and onwards, the incident has been investigated. Affidavits were sought following 
interviews with witnesses (the witnesses' accounts are summarized in the next section]. The 
correspondence between me and during this period had been regular. The probe was 

pointing towards the direction of the incident being consensual. At this point, I advised 
to elevate the concern to the proper court, so that the incident could be legally investigated. I also 
assured her of the cooperation of the 1NWW should there be a legal inve sti g ation. 

On July 1, the Mindanao Creative Writers Group (MCWG], the workshop organizer, received a 
letter from 's lawyer who talked about the "possible sexual assault" on his client, and 

conveyed her request to blacklist or ban from future INWW events the keynote speaker. 

On July 17, we wrote back to explain that the keynote speaker is not officially connected with 

MCWG, and thus could not be banned or blacklisted. However, the MCWG told _ 's lawy er 

that his client was free to pursue anv action against the keynote speaker if she still chose to . 


INWW PROBE AND WITNESS ACCOUNTS 

On June 13, I called 's roommate, Hannah Adtoon Lecena; another writing fellow, 

Kurt Joshua Commendador; and the Head of Secretariat, Hernenihildo Dico, in order to find out 
more about the alleged incident. 

Additionally, the INWW received four witness statements. Attached are these statements by 
writing fellows who witnessed what happened in one of the rooms on the first floor of the 





MSU-lIT Hostel, as well as its aftermath, or when keynote speaker TJ Dimacali and one more 
writing fellow, Abrajano left at 3:00 AM for Laguindingan Airport for their flight back to Manila. 


Here is a chronology of events leading to the alleged 'sexual assaulf of 2019INWW writing fellow 
, 26, allegedly by Keynote Speaker, Panelist and Workshop Alumnus 
Timothy James "TJ" Dimacali, 38. 

The incident took place between the hours of 1AM to 3AM, as the after-workshop party was 
winding down. This private party that the writing fellows and panelists threw themselves at the 
Institute Hostel constituted of drinking, singing, and dancing, 

Gabi ng May 31 mmg nangyari ang party -party sa lligan after ng Closing Program. 

Bibili yata ng hard drinks ang mga kasama ko...nag-iinuman ang lahat (Lecena, 

ANNEXE) 

We were all drinking, singing and having a good time ( , ANNEX A) 

Everyone is ecstatic, there was heavy drinking, singing, and dancing. 1 remembered 
leading the group in a dance routine, we are having a good time (Commendador, 

ANNEX D). 


During this party, is observed to be dancing and flirting with keynote speaker TJ 

Dimacali. In one of the accounts, the behavior of Dimacali and towards each other made 

the other fellows think that the two will continue their intimacy from the dancefloor to the 
bedroom, and eventually have sex: 

According to Miss Diandra, Sir TJ and I were dancing with each other while everyone 
else was busy dancing too. Apparently, we disappeared while everyone was still 
celebrating ( .ANNEX A) 

During the dancing, everyone paired up, 1 saw and TJ danced together. Because of 
these, 1 sensed something really intimate will happen later between diem, and I thought 
that it was human instinct an act of intimacy between two consenting adults 
(Gattndez, ANNEX Q. 

Then pagkatapos nun, sabi ni Sir Gerald sa akin naikwento niya na kagabi pa daw, 
bago nangyari yung nangyari kina at TJ, sinabi na daw ni Thomas na 

"They'llgonna have sex later" (Lecena, ANNEX B) 


The account of Commendador shows that and Dimacali also spent some time just outside 

the room kissing and petting, in full view of anyone who would happen to be in the hallway. 
Commendador, who was escorting ’s roommate, Hanna Adtoon Lecena, back to her room 

said that he was "startled" to come across such a sight which he described as "an actual carnal 
moment”. 

That}, due to being startled by witnessing an actual carnal moment and concerned of 
Ms. Leceha's well-being because she was notoriously "virginal“ as labelled by our 
co-fellows because of her childish innocence, decided to rebuke the two individuals 
(Commendador, ANNEX D) 



herself admits to the memory of this encounter between her and Mr Dimacali. In her 
statement she says: 

The next thing I know. I'm downstairs outside the doorway of my room. Someone's 
kissing me - it’s sir 1J. We enter the room I black out again, but vaguely remember a 
few of the sexual things that happen ( , ANNEX A) 

Another fellow corroborates this kissing and getting into the room, as revealed by i's 

'investigation' of her 'sexual assault the next morning: 

Suddenly, sir T} and I arrive by the doorway, and according to Ivanie we're already 
kissing each other daw. He didn't catch who initiated it Butwe're kissing, and we walk 
into the room ( . ANNEX A) 

As Commendador was concerned for the morals of the "virginal" Lecena, he chided and 

Dimacali for doing what they were doing there: 

Wag niyoyan gawin dito. Dun kayo sa iba kasi nandtto si Ate Hannah. Humanap kayo 
ng ibang pwesto (Commendador, ANNEX D) 

The account of Lecena is of particular interest as, being 's roommate, she was also inside 

the room when and Dimacali entered. She saw the alleged victim get on top of her alleged 

rapist who was sitting on one of the beds there. Lecena, who said she became very anxious as it 
was her first time to actually witness such a "sensual moment” up close, was first asked by 
'victim' to move to another bed as she was sitting close to them: “Balhin didto [move over 

there], Geng.” A little later, the alleged rape victim ordered Lecena out of the room: "You go to 
Kurt 


Sumunod na dumating si at Sir Tf. Nakaupo si sir T} sa Bed, nakakandong si 

sa kanya. (Tinuod nakulbaan ko sa akoang nakitn kay first time nako makakita 
og ato ka sensual nga moment huhu) Pinalipat niya (ni ) ako sa isang bed, kasi 

nakaupo ako doon sa kotson na malapitsa bed niya. "Balhin didto geng" she said it Then 
sa pagkaalala ko, pinalabas ako ni. . "You go to Kurtf. (Lecena, ANNEX B) 

This witness report corroborates 's own testimony of sending another fellow, Ivanie, out 

of the room. This means that she did this twice-she sent two people out of the room, because she 
wanted Dimacali and herself left alone to continue with the 'sexual assault 1 . has a 

recollection of this actively conscious and deliberate decision, as evidenced by her probing of 
her roommate the next morning. 

TJ sits down on my bed, and l get on top of him, and take of my clothes (1 don't 
remember this, I was really, really drunk). His clothes are taken off too. Then according 
to Ivanie, l drunkenfy ask him to "Fren, please. .." Ivanie takes it as a signal to leave 
(, I, ANNEX A) 

Tapos sinabi niya sa akin " Han, gipagawas taka Hann no7" (l sentyou out of the room, 
right?) Pero hindi pa tin ako nagsalita (Lecena, ANNEX B) 



Lecena also talked about what happened after she left the room. Having been sent out of her own 
room by her roommate , Lecena now had to sleep in another fellow’s room. 

Nasa Stairs na ako, nakasalubong ko sina Mam Jen sabi nila matulog na daw ako. 

Huminto ako sa stairs, kinatok ni Ivanie ang kwarto ni : "Lock na"sabi ni 

Ivanie. Sabi ng mga kasama ko "Didta nalang ka tulog kay nagsex pa na sila“. (You 
should sleep somewhere eke because they are still having sex) Mam Jen said (if I am 
not mistaken) Kaya don na ako natulog kina Mam Jen (Lecena, ANNEX B). 

Bumaba na ako atpumasoksa room ko na alam kong natulog si Hannah sa isang 
senior fellow na si Jen na nasa 2nd floor (Cruz, ANNEX E) 


These accounts establish that did not black out and was conscious and in control of her 

actions. Pertinent to i’s narrative are incidences of blacking out; she describes the entire 

'sexual assault" incident with decidedly incomplete parts, and aside from the memories of the 
public kissing and the private blowjob that she gave Mr Dimacali (both of which are highly 
participatory events, and cannot be forced into someone), her recollection of the other 'sexual 
things’ she did with the panelist is fuzzy at best. 

That's the last thing 1 remember because 1 black out The next thing 1 know. I'm 
downstairs outside the doorway of my room. Someone's kissing me - it's sir TJ. We enter 
the room..! black out again, butvaguefy remembera few of the sexual things thathappen 
( ,ANNEXA) 

This renders her incident report nebulous, and over the next few days following her initial 
complaint, Ms Diapana's narrative has evolved significantly from a report of a panelist fraternizing 
with a writing fellow, into sexual assault and then into rape. In the final form of this ever-evolving 
sexual incident, is claim has now removed all participation and agency from her side, 

and has assigned all agency and responsibility to Dimacali. 

Furthermore, the accounts also show that other writing fellows were aware that md 

Dimacali were going to have sex then, owing perhaps to the fact that the sexual tension between 
the two was a well-observed matter towards the end of the workshop, and especially during the 
private after-closing-ceremony party of the fellows. 

On the way, there seems to be a building mutual understanding between and TJ 
(Galindez, ANNEX C). 

During the dancing, everyone paired up, I saw and TJ danced together. Because of 
these, 1 sensed something really intimate will happen later between them, and I thought 
that it was human instinct an act of intimacy between two consenting adults (Galindez, 

ANNEX C). 

Then pagkatapos nun, sabi ni Sir Gerald sa akin naikwento niya na kagabi pa daw, bago 
nangyari yung nangyari kina at TJ, sinabi na daw ni Thomas na "They’ll gonna 

have sex later" (Lecena, ANNEX B) 



's infatuation towards Mr Dimacali is not only a well-observed fact during the 
workshop; it was also well-articulated by Ms Diapana herself. Her BDSM sexual fantasies with 
Dimacali are also made known to the other fellows; and her openly sexual ways are 
communicated in her dealings with them: 

Topics ranged from Hentai, to Pom, to penile sizes, to Bukkake, and sexual fantasies 
was wishing 1J should have been there, she wanted to see him, see her in her bikini. is 
very open about her " crush“ on TJ, I remembered her saying she fantasizes him, that he 
was her type (chubby andgeelty) and she would like to dominate him like BDSM (Bondage 
Discipline Sadism and Masochism) (Galindez, ANNEX C). 

...nagbiro si na “wait I am masterbating" then sabi ni Sir TJ na "Ang dali 

naman" (Lecena, ANNEX B) 

Even herself admits to being vocal about her 'crush' with Mr. Dimacali (see excerpt of 

her statement below). She even admits to sending Dimacali clarificatory text messages on the days 
following the incident, in which she offers an apology for her 'super sexual’ nature: 

I know, I know. 1 said that sir TJ was my crush ( ANNEX A). 

1 might talk like a super sexual being, but I am also very committed [ <, ANNEX A). 

I'm super sexual, I make a lot of kinky jokes, yes, but I’m also very committed... { ; 

ANNEXE) 

The next morning, Lecena anxiously went back to her own room that she shares with Ms Diapana 
She details how appeared flustered Lecena came in, even as she confides to Lecena 

that she had given Dimacali a blow job. This same sexual activity was admitted by in her 

more detailed facebook public post of what happened. The following are the pertinent excerpts: 

Parang gulat na guiat si at 77 nanong niya ako kung ano ang nangyari. 

Nakabihis na si and J heard her saying "Parang giblowjob ko si Sir TJ" (Lecena, 

ANNEX B) 

1 black out again, but vaguely remember a few of the sexual things that happen (like my 
mouth being on KS’person...( , ANNEXE) 

Also during this time, senior writing fellow, Genaro Go jo Cruz, reported seeing the alleged rape 
victim arrive at the hostel lobby after a morning jog around the campus. 


Pagbaba nina Jen at lvanie, durnating si na gating sa labas ng hostel o sa labas ng 
MSU, pawisan, at halatang kaka-jogging lang tulad ng ginagawa nila sa mga nakaraang 
umaga, sa tanda ko, mga dalcrwang beses ko siyang nakasasalubong sa ibaba kapag 
umaga gating sa paglalakad o pagtakbo. Masaya ang kaniyang mukha nang umagang 
iyon tulad ng dati (Cruz, ANNEXE) 



A woman who was just raped may run away from her attacker, but to go on a fun run the morning 
after? And to happily greet friends at the place where she was supposedly sexually assaulted the 
night before? 

It is underscored at this point that at the onset, the immediate reaction of the organizers towards 
’s incident report was one of empathy towards 's wellbeing. It also 

underscores that Mr Dimacali was never coddled; the organization’s deep regret over Dimacali's 
lapse in judgment and over his betrayal of the INWW’s trust, was expressly communicated to 
Dimacali as soon as the report was received. This pertains to the sexual event (consensual or not] 
that should never have happened between a fellow and a panelist in the first place. 

As soon as 's report was studied, it is revealed that her narrative reads like the journal 

of a woman who is trying to reconcile the sexual events she enthusiastically participated in the 
night before, with the realities of her life, which she realizes when she wakes up. Two points can 
easily be read: [1] her guilt over the cheating she did on her boyfriend; and [2] the hurt she felt at 
having been dismissed by Dimacali as just a one-night stand. 

Sunod-sunod na tanong like, "Shall I asked him (TJ?)...Then sabi niya "Masasaktan ang 
boypren ko kapag nalaman niya " (Lecena, ANNEX B) 

Also if I had started it, shouldn't have KS, a panelist almost twice my age, have turned me 
away? He has a girlfriend. I have a boyfriend. He knows it's wrong. (. , ANNEX F) 

On the second point I mention above, writes that she has reached out to Dimacali twice. 

On both occasions, she 'lamented about the incident ( , Public Facebook post], and wanted 

to make sense of it. On the second time she did this, Dimacali sent a straightforward response that 
she obviously did not like: 



In the report she first submitted to the INWW, she expressed her outrage at the ’dismissive’ manner 
by which Dimacali responded to her. Only a woman invested on making the sexual incident matter 
to the man she had sex with would express outrage over the 'dismissal'. It is clear she wanted it to 








matter to him as much as it mattered to her; but Dimacali is sure it was just a one-night stand for 
him. 


...I ask sir 77 what he's going to do about everything. “Honestly, I’m going to move on with 
my life. I suggest that you do too.” Grabe! How dismissive! I haven’t contacted him since 
then. 

In her revised version of this report that she posted on Facebook, she said: 

/ was taken aback by his response. Shouldn’t he be more concerned about the incident? 

Shouldn’t he be apologetic at least? He's a much older panelist who should know better 
than to fraternize with a writer a little beyond half his age. 

In this public post, the revision was clearly catered to a public audience; her outrage at the 
dismissal has been deleted, and her dismissed feeling was revised to the more publicly 
acceptable rumination of an innocent victim. 

Also, this 'half his age' refrain that uses more than once in her narrative is clearly a 

justification she has found comfortable and convenient in her entire exercise of making a case out 
of the incident. Dimacali is 38; she is 26. They are both adults, and their age difference is not even 
barely half of half her age. 


In summary, has built her entire case on (1} her in/capacity to give consent because 

she was drunk; (2] the ir/responsibility of Dimacali who was older and who was a panelist, and 
whom she assigns the responsibility of deciding for her; (3) the dismissal of the organizers of her 
report. 

This Incident Report has shown (1] that the INWW probe reveals witness accounts that cast doubt 
on the non-consensual nature of the sexual act, as claims. Even 's own statements 

corroborate the impressions of the probe. However, whether she was capable of giving consent 
has become a matter of great debate on social media at the moment, but in reality is a matter that 
only the legal court can ascertain. 

Moreover, this Report has demonstrated (2) that panelist and keynote speaker Dimacali was not 
coddled, and was in fact made accountable for his lack of discretion. However, punishment 
pertaining to 'sexual assault 1 or 'rape’ cannot be meted out pending a legal complaint filed by 
in court. 

Furthermore, this Report also (3) outlines the chronology of events that give evidence to how the 
report was handled by the organizers. It shows that not once was silenced or was 

asked to keep the matter to herself. On the contrary, she had been encouraged to seek legal action. 



CONCLUDING REMARKS 


Too long have talk of sexual harassment and rape at writers workshops and other literary events 
been going around. These should be exposed and punished. And I join the public in ciying for 
justice. But just because the public eye is now focused on the Jligan National Writers Workshop 
does it mean we should, in irresponsible disregard for evidence, convict in haste? 

may seem to be unlucky given that this is not her first time to be involved (as 
complainant) in a controversy of a sexual nature (alleged harassment) at a literary event (2018 
Taboan-Bohol) featuring a similar-looking older writer. The NCCA has a copy of this complaint. 

However, the evidence in this present case gives us reason to doubt her rape narrative. 

Nevertheless, I would welcome any investigation and promise my full cooperation. 


PREPARED BY: 

CHRISTINE F. GODINEZ-ORTEGA, DE4 
INWW Director 



ANNEX 3 


Statement on the alleged rape accusation of" 


, Gerald C. Galindez, of legal age, currently residing at Blk 6, Lot 13 Yellow Village Subd. Tacurong Ciy, 
Sultan Kudarat, a fellow of the 26 th lligan National Writers' Workshop, do hereby depose and state the 
following narrative reports on the events before the alleged rape: 


During the Mimbalot falls and swimming excursion, I felt awkward on the sexual conversations 
o Thomas Shaw and , but I thought it was cool to ride in with their kinky talks in 

e van on the way to the swimming pool (to be "in" the group) On the pool, the sexual and 
aw ward conversations continued together with Thomas, Kurt, Gp, , and me. Topics ranged 
from Hentai, to Porn, to penile sizes, to Bukkake, and sexual fantasies. vas wishing TJ 
should have been there, she wanted to see him, see her in her bikini. is very open about her 
crush on TJ, I remembered her saying she fantasizes him, that he was her type (chubby and 
geeky) and she would like to dominate him like BDSM (Bondage Discipline Sadism and 
Masochism). It was difficult for me to process and assimilate with their talk but I tried anyway. 
Kurt was too innocent to share sex things. 

2. Before the party. I, , Tj, and, Thomas bought the foods and liquor from the convenience 
store. On the way, there seems to be a building mutual understanding between and Tj as 
they walked together they talked about a lot of things. Thomas and I walked together leaving 
them because they're taking time to talk. On the way back, they're still talking. I became 
impatient. I walked faster, leaving them. 


3. During the party. Everyone is ecstatic, there was heavy drinking, singing, and dancing. I 
remembered leading the group in a dance routine, we are having a good time, and GP is our 
impromptu DJ. During the dancing, everyone paired up, I saw and TJ danced together. 
Because of these, I sensed something really intimate will happen later between them, and I 
thought that it was just natural. During this high time, I threw up and blacked out, I remembered 
I slept on the same place where my vomit was. 

4. When I woke up. Everyone was busy packing and preparing for departure. Hannah and I took 
the bus to Cagayan. We talked about and TJ having sex, we thought it was consented. From 
Cagayan we broke up. She took the route to Davao-Gensan, I took the Kabacan Route to 
Tacurong. 


The undersigned certifies that this statement of account is true and correct. 


08-12-19 
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ANNEX 4 


August 5, 2019 


I, KURT JOSHUA O. COMENDADOR, of legal age, Filipino, single, and a resident of General Santos 
City, South Cotabato, voluntarily, for whatever legal purpose it may serve, state: 


1. That I was a writing fellow of the 26 th Rigan National Writers Workshop (INWW) held last 27 May 
2019 to 31 May 2019 in Mindanao State University-Iligan Institute of Technology, Iligan City; 

2. That I attended the party, together with the other fellows, on the last night of the workshop, Friday, 
31 May 2019, held inside the Workshop Secretariat’s room at the hostel where we stayed for the 
duration of the workshop. 

3. That I can attest that the party were attended by, but not limited to, the fellows of the said 
workshop—present were Senior Fellows Ms. Jennibeth Loro, Mr. Genaro Rojo Cruz, Ms. Diandra 
Macarambon; Panelists Mr. Gutierrez Mangansakan III and Mr. Timothy James Dimacali; 
Workshop Secretariat Mr. Hemenigildo Dico; and Workshop Director Mrs. Chrstine Godinez- 
Ortega. 

4. That almost everyone engaged in the merry making and the consumption of alcoholic beverages 
and showed signs of inebriation as the party wore on; save for, but may not be limited to, Ms. 
Macarambon, Mrs. Godinez-Ortega, Mr. Dico, and Mr. Ivanie Florentino, a co-fellow. 

5. That at some point in time between 12:00 PM and 1:30 AM, I escorted Ms. Hannah Adtoon Lecena, 

after she showed signs of intoxication, back to her room, which was located on the ground floor of 
the hostel, where she and the alleged sexual assault victim, , were 

assigned. 

6. That upon entering the room, I witnessed Mr. Timothy James Dimacali, the alleged perpetrator, 

and kissing each other on the mouth, on the right side of the door way; 

7. That the lights were off and that Mr. Dimacali was standing with his back to the wall while Ms. 

was in front of him and both of hands appeared to be resting on top of Mr. Dimacali’s 
shoulders; 

8. That I, due to being startled by witnessing an actual carnal moment, and concerned of Ms. Lecena’s 
well-being because she was notoriously “virginal” as labelled by our co-fellows because of her 
childish innocence, decided to rebuke the two individuals and told them, “Wag niyoyan gawin dito. 
Dun kayo sa iba kasi nandito si ate Hannah. Humanap kayo ng ibangpwesto.” (“Don’t do it here. 
Do it on some other place because ate Hannah is here. Look for another spot.”) or something 
similar; 

9. That before I even finished uttering the aforementioned words or something similar thereto, I 
started turning my back to them in order to return to the party upstairs; 



10. That I stopped walking to look back at the last possible moment before turning for the stairs in 
order to reaffirm the event that transpired mere seconds ago; 

11. That my final recollection, before ascending the stairs, was the sight of Mr. Dimacali exiting Ms. 

Lecena and ’s room, then turning around before appearing to utter some words to an 

unseen person in the direction of the room’s interior; 

12. That the preceding statements are written without compulsion, are true according to my perception, 
and are made to assist in any legal procedures necessary granted with my permission. 

Written and signed this 5 th day of August 2019 in General Santos City, Philippines. 




.ANNEX'S 


To whom it may concern. 

, , . r nf Mindanao State University in 

I am Diandra-Ditma A. Macarambon, a faulty member of m Workshop held on May 

Marawi City. I was a senior fellow m this yea^s lligaiNa«°n*W ^ purpose rt 

27-31. The following narrative is written, without co p 
may serve. 

This is everything 1 remember or the post-workshop party held in the evening of May 

After me cosing program of the 26 th 1NWW, 

m£k hU /rwas1TdT^^ t 3 

staying at. In attendance were ^°^ h _^ re ^ t h ' ead Hermi Dico, and all the feUows except 

DimacaU and Teng Mangasansakan, Gaerlan) who had left right after the closing 

two senior fellows (Ton Daposa a . , dik but [ joined in the merry-making. Early on, 
program, mere was a lot of boozeM ^f^^didn't dance sat on the bed and were 
we were already singing and dan.:ing around. in was entertaining us 

talking and laughing amongst themselves. One ofthe were 

all With his antics. Everybody ™havmg to Two ^ rest of 

lungs and beating on the table. He had a can on gf my water bottle as I was 

that was ready to attack. Every once m a whtle, >mau7there were two of us 

rasssSwSr-feS 

^dou^the room^dTnT getting something from their rooms or answering the 

call of nature. But, they'd come back for more partying. 


TJ and started hugging each other while dancing together. Nobody paid mind because 
everyone was just busy having fun. At about midnight. Ma'am Christine left the party because 
she needed to get some sleep because she had a meeting the next day. After a few minutes. Tiny 
and TJ also went out of the room. That was the last I saw of them. 1 had run out of water but 1 
didn't go downstairs for a while because I was waiting for the sing 1 requested, Lady Gaga s 
"Bom This Way". I didn't want to miss it. After the song, I finally went downstairs to fill my 
water bottle again and I saw 's shoes outside TJ's room, which was right next to mine. 1 
didn't hear any sound what so ever behind the door. I went back to the party. It ended quite 
abruptly when one of the fellows, Gerald Galindez, collapsed and threw up all over the floor. 
That, of course, made almost everyone leave the room. Another fellow, Carl Mantua, cleaned up 
Gerald and the mess. We stayed at the dining table just outside the room for a while because we 
wanted to play a game. But, we didn't get to play because everyone was too drunk probably. 
But, some of us started conversing about whatever came to mind. 


Hannah Lecena, who was 's roommate, was going on and on about a text she received from 
NDRRMC about an earthquake. She was obviously very drunk. She kept saying she was 
worried and she had to prepare her stuff, but she could not get inside her room because it was 
locked. It was then decided that she sleep in Jennibeth Loro's room for the remainder of the 
night. Jennibeth's original roommate. Ate Bambit, had already left for Davao earlier that 
evening and Jennibeth couldn't sleep alone because she was afraid of ghosts and was begging 
Hermi, the secretariat head, to sleep in her room. 
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One by one, people were starting to go back to their rooms. Mark Acero and I were the ones 
who wanted to play a game but he had to be in their room to take care of his roommate, Kurt 
Comendador, the youngest fellow, who was throwing up and starting to feel really sick. So, al 
about 2AM, I decided to go back to my room to get some sleep. 



Diandra-Ditma A. Macarambon 



ANNEX 6 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES) 
Cebu City ) s.S. 


AFFIDAVIT 

s»“I 111 '"*"' *• -*4 m, 

smt* * ^ K2 ?=r-*rss 

Hostel 2 THat fe,, ° WS and panelists fr om out-of-town were billeted at the MSU-TIT 

. 3 ' p hat ® n , die ,ast of the workshop, Friday, 31 May 2019, the fellows 

pane ists e a party to celebrate the end of the workshop, in which almost 
everyone engaged m the drinking of alcoholic beverages; 

4. That at a little before midnight, I noticed most of the participants exhibited 
various stages of alcohol intoxication; 

5. That among those I have noticed exhibiting inebriated behaviour were Ms. 

, a co-fellow, and Mr. Timothy James Dimacali, a panelist of 

the workshop; 

6. That the next I remember seeing Mr. Dimacali was around 3:30 AM the 
next day when he woke me up to ride the taxi to the Laguindingan Airport; 

7. That on the taxi ride to the airport, I was still feeling groggy from the nieht's 
events, whereas Mr. Dimacali seemed alert and awake and in control of his faculties; 

.. ®; r / la ‘ u f on r f<cfnng the airport, 1 learned that my Cebu Pacific flight back 
to Mam a had been delayed, whereupon I said farewell to Mr. Dimacali to rebook 
y ig i while he proceeded to board his Philippine Airlines flight back to Manila. 



»cne Paulo E. Abrajano 
Affiant 
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Naratibong-UIat tungkol sa “Rape-Case” sa INWW2019 


Gabi ng May 31 nung nangyari ang party-party sa Iligan after ng Closing Program. Bibili yata ng hard 
drinks ang mga kasama ko, sa naalala ko, tinawag pa nga ni sir TJ si [gihapit mi sa room naa 

ko sa hallway ato) tapos nagbiro si na “wait, 1 am masterbating” then sabi ni Sir TJ na * Ang 

dali naman” (Kung hindi ako nagkakamali). Lumabas sila, kasama yata sila sir Gerald, Kurt at Thomas 
at ang iba pa. (Hindi ako sumama dahil kailangan kong kausapin si Jeff" sa cellphone) First time ko 
uminum, nag-iinuman ang lahat. Late na ako pumasok sa room nina Sir Hcmiie dahil nga kausap ko si 
Jeff (hanggang 12:30 AM kami nag usap). Masaya ang lahat. Nagsasayawan. Nagpaselfie pa nga kami 
nina Mam Chris at Miss Dian. Rumania pa kami ng “Like a virgin! Touch for the very first time then 
nagtatawanan ang lahat ng nandoon. And 1 heard saying “Okay, But lm not a slut ( in i o 

alam kung ano ang eksaktong nangyari kung bakit niya yun nasabi) Ang naalala ko, unang tumumba si 
Sir Candle Egg (Gerald Galindez) dahil sa kalasingan. Nagsuka siya. Nagpatuloy ang " lna 

Kurt Sir Ronaldo, Sir Peter, at iba pa. Umalis na si Mam Christine, nandoon pa s, Mam D an. 
Nagaslow-mo ang palibot. Masakit ulo ko. Tawa ako nang tawa (nagyaka pa gam kos salog a to, 
nagkisi-kisi nagtawag kang Jeff, gitan aw pa ko nila sir Peter huhu makaulaw) Pinapatulog na mla ako 
pero ayoko pa talaga matulog, then sabi ni Sir GP “Huwag matigas ang ulo. Hannah you are a sister to 
me”. So sinunod ko si Sir GP. Pinatulog na ako nina Mark. Nagkatuwaan kami sa baba, sabi pa ni 
Mark “Hannah sundi daw ni oh (pointing out sa linya ng tiles) kung hubog ka o dili” then hindi ko na 
nasundan yung linya ng tiles. Tawa kami nang tawa ni Mark kasi pwedeng ang ibig sabihin nun lasing 
na ako hahaha. Hinatid niya ako sa kwarto, tawa ako nang tawa. Nandoon din si Ivanie. Sinilip niya 
ako sa pintuan din pumasok pa nga siya sa kwarto. Siguro para icheck ako. Tawa ako nang tawa. 
Nagtext kasi ang NDRRMC. Nasa loob na kami ng kwarto. Sumunod na dumating si . at Sir 

TJ. Nakaupo si sir TJ sa Bed, nakakandong si sa kanya. (Tinuod nakulbaan ko sa akoang 

nakita kay first time nako niakakita og ato ka sensual nga moment huhu) Pinalipat niya (ni „ ) 

ako sa isang bed, kasi nafcaupo ako doon sa kotson na malapit sa bed niya. “Balhin didto geng” she said 
it. Then sa pagkaalala ko. pinalabas ako ni . “You go to Kurt”. 

Umalis ako agad. Nasa Stairs na ako, nakasalubong ko sina Mam Jen sabi nila matulog na daw ako. 
Humvnto ako sa stairs, kmatok ni Jvanie ang kwarto ni . “Lock na” sabi nr Jvanie. Sabi ng 

mga kasama ko “Didto nalang ka tulog kay nagsex pa na sila”. Mam Jen said (if I am not mistaken) 
Kaya don na ako natulog kina Mam Jen. (Nihapit pa ko sa gamay nga table sa taas naa didto sila Direk 
Teng at Sir Gojo, nagadula, naga-inum and the rest, gusto pa nako gyod magsinamok ato nga time). 
Nagsuka ako sa CR. Binigyan ako ng haplas ni Sir Carl. Gicheck ulit ni Ivanie kung okay ako. “Naa na 
si Hannah dira?” Miss Jen replied “Oo”, then Ivanie said “matulog naka?” Mam Jen said “Oo flight pa 


nako ugma”. 

Kinaumagahan, gustong gusto ko ng bumalik sa kwarto. Pero takot ako kung ano ang madadatnan ko. 
Pero nadatnan ko si . na nag-aarangged ng kanyang bag. Parang gulat na gulat si at 

Tinanong niya ako kung ano ang nangyari. Sa totoo lang, parang lutang pa rin ako nun na time. Sakit 
ng ulo ko. Okay naman ang buong kwarto. Nakabihis na si . Pero ang sabi niya sa akin “sana 

nightmare lang ang lahat.” and 1 heard her saying “Parang giblowjob ko si Sir TJ”. Yun lang ang alam 
ko. Sunod-sunod na tanong like, “Shall I asked him (TJ?) Then sabi niya “Masasaktan ang boypren ko 
kapag nalaman niya” (If I am not mistaken) Tinanong niya ako kung ano ang nangyari kasi wala siyang 
maalala, pero ang sabi ko rin wala akong naalala. O siguro gusto ko kalimutan ang nangyari. Tapos 
sinabi niya sa akin” Han, gipagawas taka Hann no?” pero hindi pa rin ako nagsalita. Ang sabi ko wala 
akong maalala. Kumatok si Ivanie then nagtanong yata si kung anong nangyari then I think 

Ivanie said “Yes”. Nag say good bye si Ivanie sa amin. He gave me a hug. 

Pagkatapos kumain ng breakfast nung araw na yun, umuwi na kami. Kasama ko sina Mark at Miss 
Dian at Sir Gerald paCagayan. Si Kurt magpapa iwan pa daw sa Iligan. Nagseparate na kami after sa 
Cagayan. Sa Taxi, kasama ko si Sir Gerald. Ang sabi ni Sir Gerald sa akin “Hannah, huwag mo talaga 
ipagsabi yung nangyari kina TJ at ha, pareho silang may iniingatang pangalan. Ang sabi ko “Ano 
pala ang nangyari, tapos sabi niya “Nagsex sila”. Atsaka alam mo naman pareho silang liberated”. (If I 
am not mistaken) Then pagkatapos nun, sabi ni Sir Gerald sa akin naikwento niya na kagabi pa daw, 
bago nangyari yung nangyari kina at TJ, sinabi na daw ni Thomas na “They’ll gonna have 

sex later”. Ang sabi ko “Okay, what happens in Iligan should stay in Iligan” 

Liban dito ay wala na akong maalala pang iba. 

Patawad. Ito ang narinig ko, naalala ko at nakita ko. Kung meron mang mali ay ipagpatawad niyo. 
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ANNEX 8 


Gabi ng Mayo 31,2019, nagdesisyon akong lumabas sa aking silid at tumungo sa 2 nd Floor ng 
Hostel upang makihalubilo sa mga fellow at kay Mam Christine Godinez. Sabi ko sa sarili, tapos 
na ang worksyap at huling gabi ko na ito sa lligan kaya kailangang sulitin. 

Nasa isang room ang mga fellow kasama si Mam Christine. Pinili kong inumin ang red wine na 
iniinom din ni Mam Christine. Maraming fellow sa loob ng room, may mga lumalabas-labas, 
may ilang bumili pa sa labas ng dagdag na inumin at iba pa. 

Sa gitna ng room at may mesa kung saan nakapatong ang iba't ibang inumin o alak. Sa palibot 
ng mesang ito, sumasayaw-sayaw ang ilang fellows kabilang na sina TJ, , Kurt at iba pa. 
Nakapalibot at nakaharap kami sa kanila at pati si Mam Christine. May isang maliit na ispiker na 
may tumutugtog na mabibilis na awitin. 

May kutson na nakalatag sa silid. May isa o dalawang fellow na nakaupo dito at nag-uusap- 
usap, isa si Ivanie. Kasama nila si Hermi Dico. 

Matapos ang ilang oras. May mga fellow na nagtungo na sa kanilang mga silid. Ako ay nag-stay 
muna sa bilog na mesa sa labas ng silid sa 2 nd floor at makipagkuwentuhan sa ilan pang fellow 
na natira. May ilang fellow na naiwan din sa silid na pinag-inuman. 

Isa sa pumupunta-punta sa bilog na mesa si Hannah na paulit-ulit na sinasabi sa amin na may 
natanggap siyang text buhat sa NDRRMC na lumindol daw. Bumababa rin si Hanna sa 1 st floor 
at nauupo sa sofa sa lobby ng hostel habang gumagamit ng kaniyang cellphone. Bumababa- 
baba rin ako noon upang kumuha ng mainit sa tubig sa water dispenser sa kusina ng hostel. 

Bumaba na ako at pumasok sa room ko na alam kong natulog si Hannah sa isang senior fellow 
na si Jen na nasa 2 nd floor. 

May tatlong batch ng service na maghahatid sa mga fellow at panelist patungo sa airport, sa 
6:30 am ako napasama. 5:50 am ay nasa lobby na ako ng hostel hinihintay ang van na 
maghahatid sa akin sa airport at ang dalawa pang fellow na makakasabay ko, sina Jen at Ivanie. 
Pagbaba nina Jen at Ivanie, dumating si na gating sa labas ng hostel o sa labas ng MSU, 
pawisan, at halatang kaka-jogging lang tulad ng ginagawa nila sa mga nakaraang umaga, sa 
tanda ko, mga dalawang beses ko siyang nakasasalubong sa ibaba kapag umaga galing sa 
paglalakad o pagtakbo. Masaya ang kaniyang mukha nang umagang iyon tulad ng dati. 

Saglit silang nag-usap-usap sa Binisaya nina Jen at Ivanie bago kami sumakay sa van at umalis. 
Hindi ko maintindihan ang kanilang pinag-usapan. 

Habang naghihintay ng eroplano sa airport, kay Ivanie ko nalaman na pinalabas pala ni Tiny si 
Hannah sa room nila. At nakita raw ni Hannah ang Simula ng halikan at iba pa. Wala pa noon si 
Jen sa departure area dahil nagkaroon ng problema sa bagahe niya. Nabanggit din sa akin ni 
Ivanie na may crush si kay TJ dati pa, bago pa man magsimula ang worksyap. 
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ANNEX 9 







AFFIDAVIT 


s 



3. The party involved singing, dancing and consumption of alcoholic beverages, 

4. Due to a combination of fatigue and the effect of the alcoholic drinks, I passed out in the mattress 


of Mr. Dico; 


5. While I could not recall how it happened, I had a vague recollection of being outside the door of my 
room in the same hostel, as later confirmed by witnesses, and that someone is kissing me in the 
mouth: 

& Next thing I remember is waking up naked in my room at 6 o'clock in the morning the following day ; 

7. I had a headache and my thoughts are foggy. I proceeded to look for the persons who participated 
in the party the previous evening to get a better sense of what transpired. I noticed that my shoes 
were missing; 

8. I first saw Hanna Lecena, my roommate. Unfortunately, she also was heavily intoxicated and couid 
also not recall what happened; 

9. Later, I got to talk with madam Diandra-Ditma A. Macarambon, a senior fellow of the workshop, 
who recounted to me that she saw me and Mr. Dimacali together leaving the room of Mr. Dico and 
later that she saw my shoes outside Mr. Dimacali’s room. When I passed the room of Mr. Dimacali, 
I found my shoes still outside of the door; 

10. I later sent an online message to Mr. Dimacali to get a better understanding of what happened. 
However, he said that he answered that he was also allegedly very drunk and could not re member. 
The chat conversation ended with Mr. Dimacali telling me to just move on; 

11.1 aiso got to talk to a co-Fellow, Gene Paulo Esquivias Abrajano, who told me that he noticed that I 
was heavily inebriated. Mr. Abarajano, however, told me that it was Mr. Dimacali who appeared in 
full control of his senses and faculties and was the one who woke him up at about 3 30 in the 














My client wishes to express that she bears no ill-will against the INWW, its organizers and officers. 
On the contrary, she remains grateful for the experience she gained from the event, which wouid have 
ended in a positive note had not the unfortunate incident took place. The present action is only a means for 
her to redress the wrong done upon her person and to hopefully deter such unconscionable act from being 
repeated in the future. 


Yours truly, 



EICK M. GALLITO 


At my instance: 


( 4 / 1 / I 

26 th INWW Writing Fellow 







ANNEX 10 


Incident Report of Alleged Victim i, 

as submitted on June 11,2019 

I’ll start with what I remember when we were celebrating during the last day 
of the workshop. We were all drinking, singing and having a good time. 

I remember that I was starting to get tired, so I decided to sit down next to 
sir Hermi on his mattress. 

Sir Hermi was there talking with Ivanie/ Michael. That's the last thing I remember 
because I black out. The next thing I know, I'm downstairs outside the doorway of 
my room. Someone’s kissing me - it’s sir TJ. We enter the room. 

I black out again, but vaguely remember a few of the sexual things that happen. 

When I wake up, it’s 6 something in the morning, and I'm naked and alone in my 
room. The first thought that comes to my head whether it was real. It seemed so 
hazy. I go outside, look for someone, and see Ivanie. I ask him whether something 
happened. Ivanie says yes. 

In my head, I could only wonder "How did this happen? Why did this happen?" 

I didn't want it to happen. 

I know, I know. I said that sir TJ was my crush. But that never meant that I wanted 
to have sex with him. Or to do anything sexual with him. Crushing on someone 
doesn’t mean consent I never gave consent According to the law, an intoxicated 
individual CANNOT give consent. 

I was heartbroken. On the bus ride going home, I could only wish that it never 
happened. I would have been so much happier had it not happened. 

Because the details were so fuzzy (I blacked out thrice that night The incident was 
so hazy that when I woke up, I thought it was just a dream), I had to do some 
invistagation. I asked Maam Diandra and Ivanie what they remember - they were 
the only two people who were sober that night (as far as I know). 

Ivanie remembers me sitting next to Hermi on his mattress. Apparently I took a nap 
for a while, but then woke up and went back to dancing with everyone. 

According to Miss Diandra, SirTj and I were dancing with each other while everyone 
else was busy dancing too. Apparently, we disappeared while everyone was still 
celebrating. Miss Diandra remembers waiting for Lady Gaga’s Bom This Way. 

There's a black period after that. My shoes were outside sir T}'s room, apparently. I 

have no idea what happened there. All I can remember is what happened inside my 

room.While we were there, Ivanie says that Candle was in the secretariats room puking, 

forcing everyone to leave. Noticing that I'm gone, Ivanie decides to head downstairs to my 

room. I still am not there. (Whatever happened in TJ’s room, 

must have taken a while, huh.) Ivanie only finds Hannah, who keeps going on and 

on about the NDMMRC. Suddenly, sir TJ and I arrive by the doorway, and 


according to Ivanie we're already kissing each other daw. He didn't catch who 
initiated it. But we're kissing, and we walk into the room. TJ sits down on my bed, 
and I get on top of him, and take of my clothes (I don’t remember this, I was 
really, really drunk). His clothes are taken off too. Then according to Ivanie, I 
drunkenly ask him to "Fren, please...." 

Ivanie takes it as a signal to leave, and so he takes Hannah and leaves, locking the 
room behind us. 

Now, 1 have a lot of questions. Was I really the one who started it all? And even if 
it was me, shouldn't have sir TJ turned me away? He has a girlfriend, I have a 
boyfriend. He knows it’s wrong. He’s a panellist He shouldn’t be fraternizing 
with fellows in the first place. 

Why did sir TJ take me downstairs? Why did he take me to his room? I don’t 
think I would be the one to take him to his room, that’s ridiculous. Did I say no 
to him in his room, so he took me to mine instead? Or did he figure that he’d 
have to leave at 3 AM so he'd rather do it in my room so he wouldn't have to 
leave me in his? 

Also, another point of contention is just how drunk sir TJ was. Sir GP says that 
sir TJ was super smashed that night. But according to Miss Diandra, TJ and I 
disappeared sometime past 1. Let’s say 1:30. So we disappear 1:30 and then 
Candle starts puking close to 2. Ivanie comes down around that time, and the 
incident where I'm with TJ in my room happens around 2 something. 

How in the world can sir TJ make his 3 am trip so quickly, if he was just as 
smashed as everyone else was? I mean, how do you sober up in less than an 
Hour? 

According to sir GP, sir TJ seemed sobered up na for his 3 am flight In fact, It 
was sir TJ who woke sir GP up for their 3 am trip to the airport Sir TJ even 
posted on facebook at around 5:59. How in the world can a super smashed 
person right coherent sentences and post on facebook? How could he have 
made that trip so quickly? 

Also, scientifically, it's harder for large men to metabolize alcohol. My 
boyfriend is about sir TJ's height and size, he doesn't get drunk at all. I have 
other friends who are also sir TJ’s height and size, same thing. According to 
this article on BBC, women get drunk more easily because size and fat content 

makes it harder for alcohol intoxication, (link here: 

http://www.bbc.com/future/storv/20180618-whv-alcohol-affects-women-more-than-me 

n) 


So did sir TJ know what he was doing? For me, it seems like it 
I reached out to him twice. The first time, it was Saturday night I was still in 



denial. I was feeling terrible, and reached out to him hoping to know more 
about what happened. I asked him about what happened, and then said that 
IF and IF I was the one who started things, then I was sorry. He jumped on 
that, and made it seem like it was my fault. "You didn't mean any harm." This 
first conversation ended on a good note, but throughout the day I was still 
bothered by what happened. I’d been digging around, asking Ivanie what 
happened. I wanted to know the truth. 

I messaged sir TJ again, telling him that I was still confused, and lost, and I 
wanted his help to piece everything together. He tells me he was super 
smashed etc. He says that he can't remember much except that he was on 
my bed with his clothes on - which is a lie since Ivanie saw him without his 
clothes. The sexual act I remember also didn't have him with clothes on. 

I lament about the situation, saying that I never wanted it to happen. I 
might talk like a super sexual being, but I am also very committed. I ask sir TJ 
what he’s going to do about everything. "Honestly, I'm going to move on 
with my life. I suggest that you do too." 

Grabe! How dismissive! I haven’t contacted him since then. I’ve been 
speaking with a lawyer about the matter but taking this to court is going to 
take so long, and it's going to be emotionally damaging. 

Sir GP is concerned that it mighttamish my reputation. Sir TJ is very 
popular after all. But I don’t know, given his reaction and how dismissive he 
was, you can only wonder whether he's done it before to other young girls, 
concerned? Wouldn't he have been just as anxious, especially for his 
girlfriend? I don't know. I just want to let INWW know that this happened. 
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51 mutual friends including German Villanueva 
Gervacio and Candle L. Egg 

News Writer at Epicstream.com and Copy Editor at 
GeekFeed.com 

Studied Psychology at University of the Philippines 
cebu 

Lives in Cebu City 


JUN 1 AT 8:17 PM 


Hi sir TJ. Not exactly sure how to 
approach the topic. Should we 
talk about it, not talk about it? I'm 
not quite sure how it happened. I 
was so drunk, I blacked out twice, 
I think. Everything's very hazy. © 
but anyhoo, i'd just like to 
apologize if I made the first move 
and started the shenanigans. I 



really didn't mean to. 
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It was an interesting party. I 
guess I'm mostly upset with 
myself. It shouldn't have come to 
that point. 


Don't feel bad about yourself. 
We all make poor decisions, 
especially when we're wasted 


We were super wasted, weren't 
we? © I just hope this doesn't get 
in the way of whatever friendship 
we might have in the future sir. 


Yes we were, and no it doesn't. 


Thanks sir TJ. © 


Be well and have fun with your 
writing c^^r! It's never wrong 
to live ar ® 


oo (^) 0 4 Aa © 



III □ < 


Scanned by CamScanner 




6:11 Q© 


B ^, R ,il 29% Cl 


<r 0 Tiny V, □« ® 


Be well and have fun with your 
writing career! It's never wrong 
to live and love ^ 




It isn't. You're the sweetest. Hope 
things won't get weird if we bump 
^ into each other in the future. See 
you around sir TJ! 


Sure thing! Lemme know if and 
when you're in Manila <** 


JUN 2 AT 10:16 AM 



Hi sir TJ. It's still bothering me. I 
barely remember what happened. 
Do you remember how it started? 

I really didn't want to get as far as 
it did. 


I honestly don't remember much 
either 


I don't remember how I got 
down the stairs 
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Hi sir TJ. It's still bothering me. I 
barely remember what happened. 
Do you remember how it started? 

I really didn't want to get as far as 
it did. Q 


I honestly don't remember much 
either 

|||V I don't remember how I got 
WM down the stairs 

if* I know you didn’t mean any 
WM harm 


Me too. My last memory was 
laying down next to sir Hermi. Q I 
just want to piece things together 
-1 really didnt want things to get 
too far. Do you remember who 
started it? I just remember we 
were kissing, then getting into the 
room. Then I blacked out again. I 
just feel terrible. I don't want to 
hurt my boyfriend like this. Q 


I vaguely remember being fully 
clothed my back the 

entire tinSWven when I got up, I 
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Me too. My last memory was 
laying down next to sir Hermi. Q I 
just want to piece things together 
-1 really didnt want things to get 
too far. Do you remember who 
started it? I just remember we 
were kissing, then getting into the 
room. Then I blacked out again. I 
just feel terrible. I don't want to 
hurt my boyfriend like this. Q 


I vaguely remember being fully 
clothed and on my back the 
entire time. Even when I got up, I 
think. 



Okay. Maybe nothing happened? I 
don't really know. © 


I'm sorry this is causing you 
much anguish. 



Im super sexual, I make a lot of 
kinky jokes, yes, but I'm also very 
committed. © I dont want to hurt 
my partner in any way. I really 
hope nothing happened. 

^ _ 
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Im super sexual, I make a lot of 
kinky jokes, yes, but I'm also very 
committed. © I dont want to hurt 
my partner in any way. I really 
hope nothing happened. 


I understand. I'm very 
committed too. 


What do you plan to do sir? 


I honestly plan to just move on 
with my life, and so should you I 
think. 

I'm certain that I didn't go 
drinking that night with any 
intentions, sexual or otherwise, 
on anyone. 

I'm sure neither did you. 


Sir did I start it? Was it really me? 

Did you push me away at least? 

Ivanie was in the room when it 
happened, and I was told that we 
were both getting undressed. I 
just want to ree 'l' relieve that 
nothina did haooen. 
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Sir did I start it? Was it really me? 
Did you push me away at least? 
Ivanie was in the room when it 
happened, and I was told that we 
were both getting undressed. I 
just want to really believe that 
nothing did happen. © 


What was her account of the 
events? 


Ivanie is a he. He was with 
Hannah in the room and was 
sober that night. He said we were 
kissing by the door way and then 
moved into the room and got 
undressed. © 


I don't think we had sex. When I 
got up, I was fully and 
completely dressed. 


Then he left the room, took 
Hannah with him and brought her 
to Jen's. I just want to believe he 
was wrong and nothing 
happened. 
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Then he left the room, took 
Hannah with him and brought her 
to Jen's. I just want to believe he 
was wrong and nothing 
happened. 


■ And I'm fairly certain I was on 
I my back the whole time. 

MBT I don’t recall pushing away 

I hope you don't think I took 
advantage of you. I would never 
do that to anyone. 

And I also don't think you meant 
any harm either 


Do you remember whether I was 
dressed or not sir when you left? 

© 

© + © 



I remember heading straight to 
my room and puking really bad 


JUN 2 AT 11:16 AM 
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■ And I'm fairly certain I was on 
I my back the whole time. 

iiilF I don't recall pushing away 

I hope you don't think I took 
advantage of you. I would never 
do that to anyone. 

gaaasaa^^a 

And I also don't think you meant 
any harm either 


Do you remember whether I was 
dressed or not sir when you left? 

CP ® 

© + © 


I remember heading straight to 
my room and puking really bad 


JUN 2 AT 11:16 AM 


Then I plopped into my own bed 
until the alarm sounded for my 
trip to the airport around 3am or 
4am 
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ANNEX 12 


3 December 2018 

Mr. Mario Cuezon 

Dear Mr. Cuezon, 

We have received the attached complaint letter from I , dated October 31, 201! 

and received by the National Committee on Literaty Arts (NCLA) on November 3, 2018, regarding your 
alleged improper conduct during the Taboan 2018 Festival (Philippine Literature in the Digital Age). 

Please respond to this letter complaint in writing to the undersigned within one week from receipt. 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 



Head, NCLAt 



October 31, 2018 

Hope Sabanpan-Yu 

Festival Director 

Taboan Writers Fesitval 2018 

Dear Mrs. Sabanpan-Yu, 

I'm here to write a formal complaint against the Mario Cuezon, a 
delegate for this year's Taboan Writers Festival. Cuezon, the Northern 
Mindanaon delegate assigned to the Children's Literature panel for the 
festival, had pointedly harassed me during the event. 

The first count happened during the delegate's breakfast on the 
second day of the festival proper, October 20, 2018. Cuezon had interrupted 
a conversation I had with Erriol A. Merquita, implying that the delegate from 
Davao had conversed with me because of what I was wearing that day, a 
boho summer dress. 

He then proceeded to make comments about the fruit that I had on 
my plate, insisting that I avoid eating my papaya because it would lower my 
libido the same way it did for nuns and priests. He was persistent, 
approaching my table, telling me not to eat the papaya and then offering to 
teach me more about sex and sexual matters. 

I was shaken by his comments, not only because they were very 
sexual in nature, but because of insistent he was. 

The second count happened when the festival program had officially 
ended and the delegates had to return to the hotel in a shuttle on account of 
the weather. Following me inside the van, Cuezon took notice of my Tui and 
La tattoo. Again, the delegate threw sexual innuendo at me, saying that my 
tattooed fish were too thin, and that he wanted to feed them. He also asked 


whether I had other fish I was hiding in my body and that he was sure that I 
had one down there. 

Another delegate, Alton Melvar Dapanas, called him out for his 
comments and told him to stop harassing me, warning him that if he 
touched me, we'd leave. Cuezon didn't stop even after Dapanas had warned 
him, saying that he just wanted to look at my fish, and then bent my body 
forward so that he could get a better look at my fish. "Asa man ang uban 
nimong fish?" he asked again. 

Seeing Cuezon's hands on my shoulders was enough for Dapanas, and 
so my friend helped me out of the vehicle. When we returned to the hotel, 
Dapanas helped me report Cuezon to the NCCA officials. 

I know it took me a while to write the official report on paper - I was 
carefully deliberating whether or not Cuezon deserved an official write-up 
against him. 

However, after carefully thinking it through, I decided to write this 
document, not only for my sake, but for the other young women who will be 
invited to future Taboan events. I don't want to see Cuezon harassing other 
women in the future, making them feel uncomfortable by throwing sexual 
comments their way. 

Cuezon may have apologized after the NCAA reprimanded him in 
person, however, the man did not seem any bit apologetic, continually 
making sexual comments during the delegate's tour of the city ( he had 
asked whether a 12-year old child had been raped by the Japanese in one of 
the ancestral houses and then talked about female worker bees not having 
any sex life). 


I honestly believe that if Cuezon were to be invited to another Taboan 
Festival, he would harass other young female writers and make them feel 
uncomfortable the same way he did with me. 

I hope that the NCCA and the Taboan secretariat give him the proper 
sanction. 


Sincerely, 


Taboan Delegate 
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Nacional, Jimenez 
Misamis Occidental 

December 12,2018 


DR. HOPE S. YU 

Taboan Festival Director/ 

Head, NCLA 

Dear Madame, 

Since the 1990s when I had a relation with my ex-common law wife, a group had been 
stealing my literary archive and ruining my life in whatever ways they can. This 
complaint against me had the marks of their doing. 

I was saddened and angered that these letters reached me ony in December when it was 
actually written October 31, 2018, received by you on November 3,2018. A staff of the 
National Commission on Culture and the Arts sent me these letters by e-mail. And so it 
was with the NCCA for a month before the NCCA decided to send it to me and it was 
only last December 3, 2018 that you wrote asking me to respond “within one week from 
receipt.” I already saw your bias and that of NCCA too— keeping the letter for a month 
and asking me to respond in five days! 

And the letter of __ had no signature! Can I ask for a signed letter? 

The delay by the NCCA and NCLA and the letter without signature constitute injustice 
for me. 

Before I answer the allegations in the letter, let me ask about the procedures of the NCCA 
is handling complaints or grievances. How do you do it? Is there a mediation? Can I ask 
for a paper on your procedure? 

During the Taboan festival in Tagbilaran City, I was alerted by an NCCA staff and 
Germ an V. Gervasio that complained when I joked to her 

about the tattoo on her back. I immediately approached and apologized to her. 

And from that time on, I never ventured near her during the other activities of the festival. 

Even then I was already wondering why you did not talk to me about it as the festival 
director. 

But now that I have read her complaints, I realized that she was making a mountain out 
of a molehill and that she does not know how to differentiate a joke from a non-joke. 
Aside from errors in her letter. 



2 


Despite the many things that the thieves of my literary archives had done to my life since 
the 1990s, I am basically a happy person fond of cracking jokes with friends and new 
acquaintances and this permeates my writings, especially those written in Cebuano. I am 
saddened that misinterpreted it as harassment and in her letters, she was only 

looking at those related to erotic things, not seeing all the other jokes I made there. 

She recounted that on October 20,1 “interrupted a conversation I had with Erriol (Errol) 
A. Merquita, implying that the delegate from Davao had conversed with me because I of 
what I was wearing that day, a boho summer dress.” 

She was not sitting on a table for two with Merquita so I do not consider it an interruption 
because the tables were interconnected and delegates were supposed to inter act and 
make friends with fellow writers. That she consider it an interruption showed an error in 
her thinking, that when she was eating and conversing with someone, someone should 
not interrupt them? 

Merquita was one of my roommates in that hotel and we have lots of jokes in our room 
and outside. So I do not consider it an interruption if I talk to him and whoever he was 
having breakfast with at that time. 

I do not know why she wrote”implying that the delegate from Davao had conversed with 
me because of what I was wearing that day, a boho summer dress.” I do not even 
remember how a boho summer dress looks like now. 

She wrote,”He then proceeded to make comments about the fruit that I had on my plate, 
insisting that I avoid eating my papaya because it would lower my libido the same way it 
did for nuns and priests. He was persistent, approaching my table, telling me not to eat 
papaya and then offering to teach me more about sex and sexual matters... I was shaken 
by his comments, not only because they were very sexual in nature, but because of 
insistent he was(sic)” 

Was it the first time that she heard the joke, that papaya lowers the libido, and that is why 
convent grounds are planted with papayas? I do not know about the scientific basis for 
that joke but it is being told as a joke. Did she came from the monastery? 

She made me sound like I was a maniac as I was”persistent... offering to teach me more 
about sex and sexual matters,,, his comments... were very sexual in nature,,,” that I was 
“insistent’’.What are my words then? She made me sound like I was offering sex when all 
I did was joke about papayas. 

She wrote further, “The second count happened when the festival program had officially 
ended and the delegates had to return to the hotel in a shuttle on account of the weather. 
Following me inside the van, Cuezon took notice of my Tui and La tattoo. Again, the 
delegate threw sexual innuendo at me, saying that my tattooed fish were too thin, and that 
he wanted to feed them. He also asked whether I had other fish I was hiding in my body 
and that he was sure that I had one down there.” 
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“Another delegate, Alton Melvar Dapanas, called him out for his comments and told him 
to stop harassing me, warning him that if he touched me, we’d leave.Cuezon didn’t stop 
even after Dapanas had warned him, saying that he just wanted to look at my fish, and 

then bent my body forward so that he could get a better look at my fish ’Asa man 
ang uban nimong fish?” he asked again. 

“Seeing Cuezon’s hands on my shoulders was enough for Dapanas, and so my friend 
helped me out of the vehicle. When we returned to the hotel, Dapanas helped me to report 
Cuezon to the NCCA officials.” 

We were still in the Bohol Cultural Center when I saw the tattoo of two koi fishes on her 
back. The dress she was wearing showed well the two koi fishes. Even then I already 
commented that the koi looked thin, that they needed to be fed. 

I did not get into the van because I followed her. I was tired then and I need to ride in the 
van which was for provided for those who needed or wanted it. 

Inside the van, I repeated the joke. I do not remember Dapanas saying that if I touched 
her they will leave. She wrote, “then bent my body forward so that he could get a better 
look at my fish.” 

To say that means I touched her. That is not true. Maybe her sentence construction was 
wrong but the way it is written, it would appear that I touched her, “benf’her body 
forward. That is untrue. and Dapanas were lying. 

I repeat her sentence,”Seeing Cuezon’s hands on my shoulders was enough for Dapanas 
and so my friend helped me o ut of the vehicle.” 

That would mean I touched her. My left index finger was centimeters away from the skin 
on her back but it never touched it. I categorically deny that I touched her. and 

Dapanas were lying when they said that I touched her. If the other guy in the van says 
that I touched her shoulders, he too was lying. I joked with my tongue not with my index 
finger this time. It may appear to Dapanas and whoever that I touched her because my 
index finger was close to her shoulders but it never did. If claimed I touched, 

that is only in her mind. My verbal joke could have offended her but I did not touch her. 

I categorically deny that my finger touched any part of her dress or her body, be it her 
skin (her shoulders or her back) or her hair (hair on the head, on the skin or much more 
her pubic hair) 

Dr. Hope S. Yu, I address you in our language, “Mamatay pa unta ko kung nahawiran 
nako siya. Ug mamatay pa unta kinsa ang namakak nga gihawiran nako siya. 

Nagsangasanga ba diay ang iyang kaanyag nga kalimtan ko na lang ang akong 
pamatasan sa purtahan sa kalibangan?” 
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Wala ba siya mahadlok og magabaan nga pasanginlan ko og sexual 
harassment ug dill na paapilon ogNCCA activities? Wala mo mahadlok magabaan sa 
inyong gibuhat nako? 

I rode in the planes with Dapanas from Misamis Oriental to Manila and from Manila to 
Tagbilaran. I was shocked to find Dapanas against me because of this. I kept wondering 
wether this has been planned all along by my enemies. 

wrote “Cuezon may have apologized after the NCCA reprimanded him in 
person, however, the man did not seem any bit apologetic, continually making sexual 
comments during the delegate’s tour of the city(he had asked whether a 12-year old child 
had been raped by the Japanese in one of the ancestral houses and then talked about 
female worker bees not having any sex life). 

I think the NCCA staff was wrong because she should have informed the Taboan director 
about it or the Taboan director should have informed me about it. And the NCCA staff or 
the NCLA was wrong because “gitan-ogan ang sulat ni Diapana” (the letter was 
hidden) for one month. 

To say that I was not “any bit apologetic” was ’s value judgment. She is wrong 

of course. Can she read my mind? She did not mention that I never went near her after 
that. 

I cracked many jokes while there in Bohol. It is unfortunate that she chose only those 
relating with sex. 

She mentioned,”... he had asked whether a 12-year old child had been raped by the 
Japanese in one of the ancestral houses. ”What is wrong with asking that? The male tom- 
guide told me that the Japanese officer called all single women to come to a party and 
chose a teen-ager from a family of singers who performed. What is wrong with asking 
that question? Is that harassment? She was nowhere in sight when I asked that question to 
the story teller. So she had contacts with the tom guide? 

“She wrote further “... and then talked about female worker bees not having any sex 
life.” What’s wrong with that statement? Is this sexual harassment? It was not for her. I 
did not know where she was in that big group who listened to the one in-charge with the 
bees. 

In the mind of , no one should crack an unfamiliar joke to her because that is 

harassment. She had kept to her own tower too much and for too long. 

I have attended other events for writers and I have not heard of any complaint against me. 
It is unfortunate that believes that I would harass “other young female writers 

and make them uncomfortable the same way he did with me... and asked the NCCA and 
Taboan secretariat to “give him the proper sanction.” 
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I have only read of the Taboan Festival before. This year, I was asked by Gervasio to 
apply.lt is unfortunate that I was bashed, harassed during my attendance. 

, signing as' , wrote in my notebook: 

Sir Mario, 

Learned a lot from your lecture on children’s literature. I hope to learn 
more from you someday. 


I am saddened and angered that the one who wrote this now wanted me to be blocked 
from NCCA or Taboan activities. The government’s mandate is “inclusive growth”, no 
one is left in the development programs, all will progress. Being a Mindanaonon writer 
from a forgotten place, I have been blocked from past programs of the NCCA meant to 
support the writers. Imagine, it is already the 10 th Taboan Festival and it was only now 
that I learned that writers apply to this, while there are those who come without preparing 
any paper just because their family is part of those who decided, and there are those who 
not deserve to be there after all but they lack applicants. 

I hold the opinion that NCCA people in Manila and their committees in big cities like 
Cebu and Iligan are biased against some writers living in far communities, like me. That 
it took the NCLA a whole month to send me the complaint seems to tell that it is biased 
against me. The negative action that NCLA and NCCA would take against me regarding 
this complain would bolster that opinion. And the ones stealing my literary archive and 
destroying my life would be happy if you blocked me from the Taboan festival and other 
NCCA activities. Well, I have already been blocked for decades. 

In a way, I am the one being harassed here. 

Very truly yours. 


MARIO L. CUEZON 

Nacional, Jimenez, Misamis Occidental 
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